
Church academy raises the bar 




designed in consultation with the student body. Photo by Dave Fleming. 



by Sarah Meyrick 

THE first academy to be sponsored by the 
Diocese of Oxford opened its doors to 
students last month. 

The Oxford Academy, which replaces Peers 
School in Littlemore in Oxford, is part of a 
national government programme to improve 
schools in deprived areas. Academies are 
sponsored by business, faith or voluntary 
groups, who work in partnership with the 
local authority to help raise aspirations and 
standards. 

'The Church of England has a 
proven track record in education 
over almost two centuries, and 
we welcome the chance now to 
be part of this pioneering 
venture/ said Bishop John. 



The Diocese is the lead sponsor of The 
Oxford Academy, which is co-sponsored by 
Oxford Brookes University and the Beecroft 
Trust. The sponsors are required to set up an 
endowment fund to benefit the academy, as 
well as bringing their own expertise and 
identity to the school. 

Meanwhile the Department for Children, 
Schools and Families is investing around £31 
million in brand new buildings to replace the 
existing classrooms. 

There are currently 83 academies across the 
country - with more in the pipeline - a 
number of which are sponsored by the 
Church of England. But The Oxford 
Academy is the first for the Diocese of 



Oxford. 

A second Academy sponsored by the 
Diocese is currently at consultation stage in 
Aylesbury. If the community, the local 
authority and central government support the 
scheme, it will open in 2009 and move to the 
proposed new site at Berryfields two years 
later. 

Leslie Stephen, Diocesan Director of 
Education, said: ‘We took the decision to 
sponsor the Academy as a way of building on 
our historic mission to provide the best 
education for all children. 

‘Academies are all about improving 
challenging schools to raise standards. 

‘By the time the new buildings are complete 
in 2010, we will have a brand new, state-of- 
the-art Academy, providing an outstanding 
education for its students and playing a key 
part in the local community. 

‘We and the other sponsors will be working 
hard to ensure The Oxford Academy 
succeeds.’ 

The ethos of the Academy is underpinned by 

'The opening of The Oxford 
Academy is an exciting 
milestone for us all after two 
years of careful planning hand in 
hand with the local authority/ 
said Leslie Stephen, Diocesan 
Director of Education. 



Christian values but the school is non- 
selective and open to all faiths and none. A 
new Principal, Mike Reading, was appointed 



in January 2008 to steer the transition from 
school to Academy. 

‘We plan to build a real “can do” culture 
throughout the Academy,’ said Mr Reading 
on the first day of term. 

‘There are already many fantastic students, 
talented teachers and examples of good 
practice that we will build upon. 

‘It will not be long before we have our new 
facilities which will only further improve the 
life chances and opportunities for our 
students and the community. 

A unique feature of the new Academy will 
be the ‘Leadership Centre’, which will open 



in 2010 and offer an imaginative range of 
courses and seminars, dedicated to ‘learning 
for life’, with international links. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, said: ‘This an exciting step into the 
future for the people of The Leys, Littlemore 
and Rose Hill areas of Oxford - and also for 
the Diocese as lead sponsor. 

‘The Church of England has a proven track 
record in education over almost two 
centuries, and we welcome the chance now to 
be part of this pioneering venture.’ 
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News 



Keith appointed college Scarecrows raise £3K for Air 
principal Ambulance 





ONE of the Diocese of Oxford’s 
longest serving staff is leaving to 
become principal of an ecumenical 
Christian college. 

The Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, 
(above) who is currently director 
of Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism and Ministry (STEM) 
for the Diocese, will become 
principal of Sarum College, 
Salisbury, on 1 December. 

Sarum College is an independent 
ecumenical Christian centre for 
learning, hospitality and spiritual 
growth. 

Keith told The Door he will miss 
the fantastic colleagues and lovely 
working spirit at Church House, 
Oxford, where he is currently 
based. 

He said: ‘We have great bishops 
and archdeacons in an exciting 
diocese that is on the move. It is 
engaging with real issues, thinking 
imaginatively about the future and 
planning for mission. 

‘I have enjoyed the great variety 
of churches, urban, rural and 
suburban, in the diocese and the 
mix of catholic and evangelical 
churches. 

‘I have had a real sense that my 
gifts have matched the needs of 
the diocese.’ 

During the past seven years 
Keith has spearheaded a major 



leadership training initiative 
which now operates in several 
regions. He has also been 
instrumental in developing a 
competency based ministry 
training programme validated by 
Oxford Brookes University at 
foundation degree, honours and 
post graduate levels. 

This programme is now used at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon and in 
the dioceses of Salisbury and 
Guildford. 

His role in STEM involves 
leading a 19-strong team who 
offer training, consultancy and 
vocational discernment across 
disciplines including fundraising 
and giving, adult education, and 
professional development. 

He is an honorary Canon in 
Oxford’s link diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman in South 
Africa, where he developed 
training initiatives to support 
clergy. 

Keith described Sarum College as 
a great place with a fantastic 
tradition. ‘I am looking forward 
to helping it grasp a real chance to 
develop itself as an independent 
place for Christians to gather and 
learn together,’ he said. 

Alec Knight, of Sarum College 
Board of Trustees, said: ‘Keith 
brings a wealth of experience in 
education, leadership 

development and strategic 
planning to this role. We are 
confident that under his 
stewardship, Sarum College will 
go from strength to strength.’ 

Rosemary Pearce, Oxford 
Diocesan Secretary, said: ‘We offer 
Keith our warm congratulations 
on his new appointment as 
Principal of Sarum College. 

He has served the diocese for 25 
years and he will be greatly 
missed. We wish him well for the 
future.’ 



SCARECROWS handed over 
£3,000 to the Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
Air Ambulance paramedics just 
moments before the helicopter 
was scrambled. 

Photographer KT Bruce took the 
picture above of Anthony 
Stevens, Bracknell Deanery 
secretary, with the paramedics, 
just before an emergency call- 
out. 

‘They got a phone call and away 
they went. It meant we saw the 
helicopter in action,’ says 



Anthony, who is one of several 
people from St Martin’s, Ascot, 
who dress up as scarecrows 
during Royal Ascot Week each 
June, to amuse race-goers and 
raise funds for local charities. 
This year, as well as the donation 
to the Air Ambulance, the 
scarecrows donated £800 to the 
Ascot Day Centre for elderly 
people, and £800 to Cancer 
Research UK, after the charity 
held a 24-hour Relay for Life 
event at the racecourse. 



Cameron gets on his bike for annual 
Ride and Stride 



Witney MP David 
Cameron was among the 
cyclists who took part in 
the Ride and Stride on 
Saturday 13 September. 
The Conservative 
Party leader is pictured 
right outside Spelsbury 
Church during the 
event. 

Last year more than 
900 people took part 
and a record £114,783 
was raised. 

Photo , Simon Bentley 
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Sir Roy Strong takes 
churches into 21st century 

THE former director of the National 
Portrait Gallery is coming to Burford to 
talk about how churches can be used 
creatively in the 21st century. 

Sir Roy Strong, who was also director of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, will be 
focusing on how churches can be used 
creatively as centres of mission for 
congregations and the wider community. 

A day-time event, on 14 October, has been 
arranged for Clergy and will take place 
from 9.30am to 3.45pm. 

An evening event will take place from 
6.45pm until 9.30pm, for churchwardens, 
PCC and ministry team members. Both 
will be at St John the Baptist Church, 
Burford, Oxon. 

New look Door 
launches next month 

LOOK OUT for the new-look Door 
next month. 

Following the market research earlier 
this year, we’ve given the paper a face 
lift. 

You’ll notice some new features: a 
special section devoted to family life and 
a new page of prayer and reflection. 

And the paper has been redesigned and 
colour coded to make it easier to find 
your way round. 

‘The market research gave us a good 
feel for what readers do and don’t like,’ 
says Sarah Meyrick, Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford. ‘We’ve worked hard to freshen 
up The Door based on what you told 
us. ‘Now we want to make sure that 
The Door finds its way into every 
corner of the diocese. So if you know of 
people who don’t usually see a copy, 
please encourage them to give it a try.’ 
Also coming soon from The Door 
office is Open Door - a termly A4 
newsletter designed for the family. More 
information in November’s Door. 



Holiday club for 
over 60 s 




PRESTWOOD churches decided children 
shouldn’t have all the summer holiday fun 
and arranged a club for the over 60s. 



Games, crafts, a visit by puppies from 
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, and 
entertainment from Prestwood Theatre Club 
were all part of the three day event. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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AUTOSAVE.. .OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO CHURCHES AND CHARITIES 



ORDERS NOW 
BEING TAKEN! 



2004 04 CrTREON PICASSO 
1.6 HOI DESIRE 

FROM ONLY 



2007 07 FORD GALAXY 
2.0TDCI ZETEC 

FROM ONLY £15,9! 



HPI/VMC mileage and history check 
FREE nationwide delivery to your door 
FREE Accident Management Scheme 



• Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models 

• Minimum 12 months parts and labour warranty 

• Minimum 12 months roadside assistance 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS 



Call: 0845 122 6902 AUTOS A\/F W 

or visit: www.autosave.co.uk I V«/riV k Jj 



Feature 

Cutting Edge 



church 

AS a national appeal is made for a new generation of 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOiR, HISTORICAL. 
POETRY, SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for FREE Catalogue 
PRICES HELD & 10% OFF 
(Green Cat) offer ends 30/09/08 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



ministers to spearhead fresh expressions of church, the Oxford 
Diocese celebrates the emergence of its own Cutting Edge 
Ministries. Jo Duckies reports. 

AN international on-line church and a group 
set up to build a Christian community on a 
new estate are just two of the Diocese of 
Oxford’s six Cutting Edge Ministries. 

Ancient monastic history meets modern 
day culture in at least two of the groups 
which have evolved as part of the diocese’s 
efforts to provide a spiritual home to people 
who might not otherwise step inside a 
traditional church. 

Now, as the diocese evaluates the successes 
of the last five years in a special report, the 
Church of England nationally has released a 
DVD, appealing for more Ordained Pioneer 



'One of the exciting things for 
me is finding we are part of a 
network of fresh expressions 
and emerging churches. Our 
story has inspired by and is 
inspiring other people around 
the world, which I love/ 

Ministers. Former HR consultant, the Revd 
Angie Paterson combined her business 
background with her vocational role to 
become Cutting Edge Ministries’ project 
director. She oversaw the development of the 
communities and has now produced the 
report, which she hopes will be used to guide 
the national Fresh Expressions movement. 

Angie admits that overseeing the evolution 
of new ‘churches’ was not all plain sailing. 

She says: ‘As the project got off the ground 
new questions were arising constantly. It 
seemed that there was always at least one of 
the projects having a crisis moment. Almost 
every question seemed to spark off a whole 
new line of enquiry.’ 

One of the problems was catering for a 
particular demographic which meant there 
was a danger of CEMs becoming more like 
clubs. ‘In a church you get all age groups. 
The danger with something that appeals to a 
specific group of individuals is you lose 
something about the community aspect of it, 
says Angie. ‘I don’t think there is an easy 



answer to that.’ 

While CEMs do appeal to people in their 
20s and 30s, they are generally not restricted 
to that age group. The Revd Ian Adams, 
who runs the Oxford based group, mayBE, 
says: ‘The majority of members are in their 
20s and 30s, which is the age group 
churches do the least for, but we do have 
little children and pensioners, so we are an 
all-age community.’ 

Ian describes mayBE as a community of 
people on a spiritual journey. ‘People within 
it would describe their journey in different 
ways but all of them somehow are engaged 
with the possibility of Jesus Christ and his 
way,’ he says. 

‘We are trying to engage lovingly and 
creatively with the culture around us and I 
don’t think the church has always done that. 
We are just scratching the surface of the 
monastic traditions but we are inspired by 
them. 

‘We have used them to form ideas about 
organising ourselves. For example we have 
learned from St Benedict how to listen to the 
youngest and newest members of the 
community when we have to make a 
decision, sharing our opinions with 
humility.’ 

Ian admits however that an emerging, small 
community does face challenges. He says: 
‘There were just three of us on the first 



'It just became obvious that I- 
Church was what God was 
calling me to do. It is true 
outreach, you are reaching 
people through their computers, 
in their homes. It is a non- 
invasive way of getting close to 
people/ 



weekend we met. In a traditional parish 
setting a church has a life of its own, the 
service has happened every Sunday morning 
for hundreds of years. When you start 
something new it is a different feeling.’ 

He is excited about the national appeal for 
pioneer ministers. He says: ‘One of the 
exciting things for me is finding we are part 
of an international network. Our story has 
been inspired by and is inspiring other people 
around the world, which I love.’ 

The international web based i-Church has 
evolved into a community of 311 people. 
New web pastor, the Revd Pam Smith says: 
‘I’d been involved in another internet church, 
St Pixels, and as I finished my curacy and was 

Pictured left is a picture from Contemplative 
Fire , a Cutting Edge Ministry which works 
in the Dioceses of Oxford , St Albans , Ely, 
Chichester and London. There are also 
individuals and small groups in Stroud, 
Exeter, Lincoln and Portsmouth. It describes 
itself as a ministry which seeks opportunities 
for people to enter deeply into the 
understanding and teaching of Jesus. 



applying for vicars’ jobs I became aware I was 
probably called to be a pioneer minister. 

‘One of the things that excites me is helping people 
on the edges. 

‘It just became obvious that i-Church was what 
God was calling me to do. 

‘It is true outreach: you are reaching people 
through their computers, in their homes. It is a 
non-invasive way of getting close to people. 

To find out more or read the Cutting Edge 
report or visit www.oxford. 

anglican.org/freshexpressions. 

Pictured top right and below are members of 
mayBE. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 
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Ashfold 

School 

Co-educational (3-13) 
Prep & Pre-Prep School 



Day & weekly boarding 

Excellent academic record 

Superb sport with new 
Astroturf playing surface, 
music, art and ICT 
facilities 



Open Morning 

10am-12 noon 
Saturday 

8 th November 2008 



For a prospectus 
or to arrange a visit 
contact us at* 

Ashfold School 
Dorton 

Bucks HP 18 9NG 
01844 238237 

i1mseaet2u7@asM0ldsci100ic0.uk 

www.asliioklschool.co.uk 

Oxford 14 miles 
Thame 6 miles 
Bicester 9 miles 



Advertising Feature 

Choosing a school 



Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases a child’s primary and 
secondary education can have repercussions throughout 
life. With growing concerns surrounding much of 
education in Britain today, it should come as little 
surprise that Christian schools maintain their popularity 
with parents, providing a strong spiritual and moral basis 
in all that they do. The more disciplined style of 
education seems to bear fruit and their academic results 
continue to impress and in many cases improve. 



Arts. These both help to develop the whole person as we are each of us so much more 
than a bank of knowledge. When choosing a school it is important therefore to look 
very much at your child's talents, attributes and emotional make up when choosing a 
school rather than simply how much closer it is to home. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story with further education and many pupils will be looking towards 
subjects to study a A Levels and then on towards Degrees or other forms of further 
education. 



ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 



A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little more obvious. 



Anglican schools continue to be popular and are 
approached by parents from across the denominations, 
as well as other faiths, who wish to ensure that their 
children can enjoy a start to life based on a firm 
foundation. 

Faith based Schools, therefore, often have waiting lists or 
entrance examinations to help them maintain their 
standards of excellence, or offer open days for parents 
and prospective pupils to look around at what is on offer. 
Some schools may still be taking pupils for the new-year 
starting this month, but most will already be looking at 
the September 2009 intake. You will find faith based 
schools in both the state supported sector offering free 
education whilst others can be found in the Independent 
Schools roster. Many of these schools will attract pupils 
from the local area as well as those who make use of the 
boarding facilities. Some independent schools offer 
bursaries for families who might not be able to afford the 
fees and it is well worth checking with schools if such an 
opportunity is available before discount the chance for 
your child to study at that school. 

MORE TO SCHOOL THAN EXAMINATIONS 

It isn't just the academic side of school that's important, 
although we all know how much relevant examinations 
decide our futures, its all of the other activities as well. A 
good school will therefore be looking at Sport and the 




ST JOSEPH’S 
CONVENT SCHOOL 



Senior School Open Evening 
Thursday 23 October 
6.30 - 9.00pm 



www. It-jdliephs.r^ading.sch.uk 




Christ Church 
Cathedral School, Oxford 
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Saturday 8 th November 2.45 - 7.00 pm 

For an informal visit, fun, games and an 
opportunity to sing with the Cathedral Choir 

registrar@cccs.org.uk; www.cccs.org.uk; (018 65) 260650; 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 IQW 
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DRAGON SCHOOL Sardwelf Road Oxford 0X2$$$ 

T : +44 (0)186$ 315485 * E : admissicms^d fagonseloo l or g www.dragrmschool.org 



f 



One of the best, most exciting an 
rep schools in the country. “ 



mmt 



Grants of up to 95$ of school fees are offered for 
a number of day and boardi ng places. Entry in 
September 2009 to Year 4 will be open to 
children born between 1st September 2000 
and 3 1 st August 2001. Parents are warmly 
invited to contact the admissions office for 
further information. 



Education opportunity for less 
advantaged children 



Independent schools have not 
traditionally been the exclusive 
preserve of the very wealthy. 
The Dragon School in Oxford, 
for example, was founded by 
university dons; for many 
generations the school taught 
the children of academics, 
teachers and clergymen. The 
school today still has pupils 
from a wide range of 
backgrounds who thrive at this 
outstanding and successful 
school. The real cost of all 



school fees, however, has 
risen by over 40% in the last 
five years alone. Significant 
numbers of parents who would 
have made this choice in 
former times cannot do so 
today. 

Many schools including the 
Dragon now offer bursary 
programmes to help with fees. 
Bursaries differ from 
scholarships, which are usually 
based on a competitive exam 
and may only involve a token 



financial award. A bursary is a 
grant which does not need to 
be repaid. Bursaries are 
related to family financial 
circumstances and can cover a 
substantial portion of the fees. 
Dragon bursary candidates are 
chosen on the basis of who will 
benefit most and priority is 
given to the least financially 
advantaged. Apply now to find 
out more about this exceptional 
educational opportunity. 



Bursary Programme 

Financial help is available For enquiring children to 
experience an outstanding preparatory education in 
Oxford. The Dragon School for boys ami girls aged 4 to 
13, is a dynamic and distinctive school where pupils learn how 
to learn as well as what to learn. 



°^FO^ 





THE DOOR : OCTOBER 2008 



God in the life of. . . 



5 



Asperger friendly church? 



For Ann Memmott, Asperger syndrome means going to church can 
be a traumatic experience. In an exclusive interview Ann, who 
advises the Oxford Diocese on autism and Asperger syndrome and is 
writing a book on autism and faith, tells Jo Duckies her story. 



WHEN you meet Ann Memmott, there is 
no way of telling that this intelligent, 
articulate and successful woman has a 
major disability. 

But Ann, 45, the managing director of a 
professional company, is one of half a 
million people in the UK who have an 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 

This has meant fitting into a church has 
been an uphill struggle. She persevered 
for years and is now an active member of 
St Nicolas, Earley. 

Social justice issues are close to her heart, 
and she worked with the Diocese of 
Oxford to produce recently published 
guidelines for churches to help them cater 
for people with ASDs. 

A personal relationship with God 
is central to the way Ann 
expresses her spirituality. 'I need 
to chat to him much as people 
chat with a friend' she says. 'But 
church has always been 
something I have wanted to get 
right, because worship is very 
important to me and I do believe 
in the power of communion. 

'I wanted to be part of a church 
community/ 



Ann, who is married to Peter, 48, and 
has a son, Christopher, 15, described how 
she became a Christian. 

‘My grandmother lived with us and had 
a very strong faith and Christianity has 
always been part of my life’, says Ann. 
‘The first time I got involved with a 
church was when my parents tried to get 
me to go to Sunday school. I couldn’t 
cope with it because the social interaction 
and sensory overload was too much for 
me.’ 

It was years later, when her son was 
young, that Ann began helping out at a 
toddler group at a local church. ‘I spent 
years helping, but not attending church 
and eventually thought, “Surely I haVe got 
to do something about this?” 

A personal relationship with God is 
central to the way Ann expresses her 
spirituality. ‘I need to chat to him much as 
people chat with a friend’ she says. ‘But 
church has always been something I have 
wanted to get right, because worship is 
very important to me and I do believe in 
the power of communion. I wanted to be 
part of a church community.’ 

Eventually she plucked up the courage to 
attend a service, but once again it was too 
much for her. She said: ‘I went to a big 



ecumenical church. They were very nice 
people but I would come out of church 
completely exhausted. I tried a different 
church, and when I told them I was on the 
autistic spectrum, they didn’t know what 
to make of it. They worried about it and 
assumed all sorts of things. Without the 
right guidance it turned into a difficult 
situation which left me struggling with my 
faith as well as my church attendance.’ 

Experiencing negativity from Christians 
in positions of authority left Ann 
questioning God’s view of her. ‘It didn’t 
stop me from loving God but I tend to 
trust people so if people’s views of you are 
negative, you start to believe it,’ she says. 

At St Nicolas Ann now has a network of 
supportive people she can turn to for help. 

‘Now I’m in an extremely good church. 
They freely confess they didn’t get it right 
at first, but they have really helped to 
make a difference for me. They asked for 
a number of volunteer supporters, people 
who can quietly be with me in church if I 
need it, and they have very clear service 
books that explain what I need to do. It 
has been the friendliness and the support 
network that has really helped.’ 

She says: ‘I do view an ASD as a 
disability but not always as a bad thing. 
Autism is a broad spectrum. There are 
many individuals who could benefit from 
a great deal of help or support, often with 
exhausted parents and carers who 
struggle financially. 

‘At the other end of the spectrum there 
are people like me who can seem very 
capable. People can be fooled by our 
level of ability in our specialist areas, but 
we are more vulnerable than we appear. 
We cannot “read” or use body language 
with skill, may easily misinterpret 
complicated sentences or sarcasm and 
may take things literally. It means we can 
find ourselves left out or bullied. 

‘Of adults with an ASD only 15 out of 
every hundred have a full-time paid job, 
and some may only be able to cope with 
social situations by relying on drugs or 
alcohol. 

‘This is the reason why churches needs to 
be aware of how disabling an ASD can be 
despite first appearances, and how they 
can help to make a huge difference in 
people’s lives by helping in the right way. 

‘It is very easy and cost-effective to make 
a few simple changes for the one in 100 in 
our parishes who have an ASD.’ 

Ann says sympathy is not always the best 
response that well meaning Christians can 
offer someone with an ASD. 

‘Often I’ve told people in churches I’ve 
got an ASD and they have said “I’m so 
sorry, I will pray for you.” That is difficult 
if your life’s going pretty well at that time. 




It is like going to someone who speaks 
French and finds English very difficult 
and saying, “I’m sorry, I will pray for 
you”. 

‘What is more useful is for churches to 



'Now I'm in an extremely good 
church. They freely confess they 
didn't get it right at first, but they 
have really helped to make a 
difference for me. They asked for 
a number of volunteer supporters, 
people who can quietly be with 
me in church if I need it, and they 
have very clear service books that 
explain what I need to do. It has 
been the friendliness and the 
support network that has really 
helped.' 



find out what we can do to help that 
person and discover what they can 
contribute to church life. 

‘Even the most profoundly affected 
person can worship God in their own 
way.’ 

Ann says that, despite the difficulties they 
face, people with ASDs can have gifts and 
talents that can be very useful to churches. 

She says: ‘You may find people with 
ASDs who are musicians, artists, have 
financial abilities, a strong desire to see 



social justice, or are very well organised. 
Those things can be gifts to a church. 

‘Some are leaders of churches or training 
for ministry but may struggle with the 
training courses. It is good that we are 
starting to think about accessibility in all 
aspects of church life.’ 

Ann’s talents have helped her 
enormously in her personal and 
professional life. She says: ‘My friends, 
family and business contacts value the 
fact I have useful abilities and can see the 
world differently, so in this sense it is good 
news. But there is an awful lot of stress in 
our lives because of the lack of awareness 
of our needs. At one stage my health was 
affected, and I had to find ways of saying 
to people that I did need some more 
assistance. 

‘Because we have difficulties 
understanding relationships I think that 
our faith can often be expressed in much 
more practical ways. Unfortunately that 
can be a difficult subject for a church to 
understand as they are often used to 
seeing those with disabilities as needing 
help, not giving it.’ 

The guidelines provide user friendly tips 
for helping people with ASDs. They have 
been illustrated by Church Times 
cartoonist Dave Walker. 

They will make a big difference for 
around 21,000 people within the diocese 
who are on the autism spectrum. To view 
the guidelines, visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/files/documents 
/autism_£uidelines_pdf.pdf. 
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College Student to assist older 
retired professional to thoroughly 
deep clean her home once 
per month for a few hours. 

Must be highly intelligent. 

Pay rise after training. 

Pleasant surroundings. Central Oxford 
Telephone: 01 865 722087 



GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 gg 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 

Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 




GROWING TOGETHER 



2008 is the 60th Anniversary of the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. One World Week, 
which takes place from 19th to 26th October this year, 
will focus on bringing together people of many 
religions and cultures to grow together in mutual 
understanding of the shared values embodied in 
human rights relating to freedom from want. Growing 
together - locally, by bringing together people of 
diverse cultures and of many faiths and none to grow 
together in mutual understanding of our shared values 
and commitment to each others’ human rights locally 
and globally. Food always makes a OWW event more 
enjoyable! You could use a theme such as "Food from 
around the world" to bring people of many cultures 
together, bringing a dish to share. 

OWW recognises that Fairtrade is bringing consumers 
and producers closer together in recognition of each 
other's needs, rights and dignity as people, not just 
producers. 

Fairtrade encourages sustainable cultivation practices 
and it pays producers a price that covers their costs. 
The Fairtrade premium enables producers to improve 
the lives of their families and communities. Think 
again on what you buy this One World Week and at 
Christmastime. 




Fairtrade 
at St. Michaels- 

Visit the unique Fair Trade shop in 
the heart of Oxford for 

Hand-crafted gifts 
Home accessories 
Impressive food range 
Designer-led fashion 

10% discount with this advert 

It's worth a look - you’ll like us! 

Find us at St Michael at the North Gate, 
Corn market Street, Oxford 
(by the Saxon tower near Waterstones) 

Monday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 
www.faiitradeatstmichaels.co.uk 



People & places 



r 








Eco-column 



I Harvest festivals are one of the few times g 
I when, as Christians, we are reminded of g 
i our dependence on the soil. | 

1 Harvest can seem a distant concept for 1 
1 urban parishes, but this autumn it is much 1 
I closer to home for all of us with rising food 1 
^ prices hitting our weekly budgets. 

^ One of the main reasons for the rise has 1 
^ been the competition between food and J 
J fuel, through the growth of biofuels. Also j 
^ significant was the increase in the price of J 
I fertilisers because of the fossil fuel energy g 
p needed to produce them. There are further g 
I added costs in harvesting and transport. | 
1 So our rising cost of food can be traced | 
1 directly to the rising cost of fuel and our 1 
i global over-consumption. 

I The Bible teaches us to live within the I 
1 limits of our natural world by giving the 1 
^ land time to rest and by not harvesting to * 
J the very edges of a field. 



As we give thanks for our harvest this J 
j year we might like to commit ourselves to g 
I finding ways to live more simply. If we g 
I have surplus we may like to use this to g 
I support those for whom the rise in the cost § 
1 of food means real hunger, and places their | 
i future in jeopardy. 1 

I Living more simply is an act of trust. 1 
i Jesus declared: ‘I am the bread of life. He i 
^ who comes to me will never go hungry, and * 
1 he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’ 



(John 6:35). 

* The Revd Margot Hodson is Chaplain of j 
j Jesus College and a member of Sage, g 
I Oxford's Christian environmental group, g 

1 1 

Former Bishop appointed 
by mission society 

A former Suffragan Bishop has been 
appointed as part of plans to integrate the 
South American Mission Society and the 
Oxford based Church Mission Society. 

The Rt Rev Henry Bishop, who was a 
Suffragan Bishop in the Diocese of 
Europe, will take his new post on January 
1, 2009 when SAMS and CMS will begin 
final negotiations for integration. 

Bishop Scriven will ultimately become 
Mission Director for South America. 



Ballooning Marvellous 



HUNDREDS of balloons soared into the air to to celebrate the launch of Emmanuel Church, 
Chesham’s two new morning services. 

The church is growing so quickly that leaders decided to replace the 10.30am service with 
two new services, one at 9am and one at 11am. 

The church said goodbye to the 10.30am service in September with the balloon launch. 

The Vicar, the Revd John Shepherd, said: ‘We have been thinking about going to two services 
for a long time and we are all looking forward to the opportunities the change will present. 
‘We want to spread God’s message throughout Chesham and now we have the room to 
welcome even more people.’ 



Olympic rower at 



school opening 



SNAKES and reptiles could be among the 
menagerie of pets at All Saints, Wokingham 
on Animal Welfare Sunday on 5 October. 

The Rt Revd Richard Llewellin, chairman of 
the Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals, will be at the event at 3pm. 

New prayers, readings and liturgies from a 
booklet by Oxford-based theologian the Revd 



Professor Andrew Linzey, will be used. 

The booklet was published by the RSPCA 
earlier this year. 

Rector the Revd David Hodgson, said: ‘We 
get all sorts of creatures; we had a snake come 
along once and expect some exotic animals.’ 
Professor Linzey’s booklet can be 
downloaded from www.rspca.org.uk. 



PUPILS at Wokingham’s newest school were in 
for a sporty surprise when rower Alex 
Partridge dropped in at the opening ceremony. 

Alex, a silver medallist in the Men’s Eights 
rowing at the Beijing Olympics, was one of the 
special guests at the new All Saints Church of 
England Primary School. 

The school was formed following the 
amalgamation of The Palmer CE Junior School 
and Whitelocke Infant and Nursery School. 



Snakes alive, it’s Animal Welfare Sunday 



Foundation stone placed at St George’s 




MORE than 100 people gathered to celebrate the 
laying of the foundation stone at the building site 
that will soon become the new St George’s, 
Britwell. 

Bishop of Buckingham, The Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, was at the ceremony, which was led by St 
George’s vicar, The Rt Revd John Chorlton. 

A time capsule, celebrating the first 60 years of 
the church, was buried under the floor. 

Bill Thorp, PCC chairman, and Elsie Newnham, 
churchwarden, laid the foundation stone. Bill and 
his wife Ethel will both turn 90 next year and have 

just celebrated their 65^ wedding anniversary. 

Four members of the youth group laid bricks as 
a prophetic symbol of the future. 

The new building is due be finished by Easter 
2009. It combines traditional building skills with 
energy saving solar roof panels and a rainwater 
recycling system for flushing loos and irrigating 
the grounds. 

Left, the time capsule is buried. Photo, David 
Brooks. 



Book soon for Passion Play 

BOOK soon if you want to see the Passion 
Play at Oberammergau with the Revd Dr 
Marcus Braybrooke and his wife Mary. 

The play will be taking place in June 
2010 but the Revd Dr Braybrooke says 
demand for tickets is so high it is necessary 
to book now. 

In 1633 Bavaria was swept by a plague. 
The elders of Oberammergau, where 80 
people had died, vowed that, if the plague 
was lifted, they would perform a Passion 
play every ten years and they have kept 
that vow. The Revd Dr Braybrooke says: 
‘The play is an unforgettable experience. 
My memory of it is still vivid, although it 
is over 40 years since I was there.’ 

The Revd Dr Braybrooke is an honorary 
priest in the Dorchester-on-Thames Team 
Ministry, president of the World Congress 
of Faiths and author of more than 40 
books. Enquiries to 17 Courtiers Green, 
Clifton Hampden, Abingdon, OX14 3EN 
01865 407566 Ma rcu sI k ay@a Q ig.Qm, 
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Comment 



BY JO DUCKLES 



New beginnings 

It is a huge privilege to step into the role 
of editor of the Door, just as we are 
planning to re-launch the newspaper next 
month. To introduce myself, I’ve moved 
to the Door from Micah Challenge UK, 
the anti poverty coalition which 
spearheaded the Walk of Witness which 
saw thousands of bishops line the streets 
of London in August (See the front cover 
of last month’s Door for more details). 
Micah Challenge takes its ethos from 
Micah 6 vs 8 ‘And what does the Lord 
require of you, to act justly, love mercy 
and walk humbly with your God.’ 

Before that I was a regional newspaper 
reporter for 1 1 years, working for more 
than four years for the Oxford Mail and 
Oxford Times. There I spent a lot of my 
time covering the courts, but also began 
covering stories relating to Christianity, 
church and faith-related issues. 
Traditionally reporters have found their 
best stories in the pub but, as time went 
on, I found the stories I was most 
enthusiastic about writing were coming 
from my local church and a range of 
Christian organisations. That is one of the 
reasons I chose to change my career, to use 
my journalistic skills in a Christian 
environment, which, as I have already 
said, is a huge privilege. 

From a professional perspective the 
Door has always been a high quality 
publication. The whole time I was 
working for the Oxford Mail it would be 
placed on my desk for me to check for 
potential stories, and I would thoroughly 
enjoy reading the well- written features it 
contained. Other journalists have also 
described it as ‘a good read.’ 

What is great is that I’m already familiar 
with Oxford city, rural Oxfordshire and 
parts of Berkshire. (I once worked on a 
Newbury based newspaper.) I am really 
keen to get out and about to the most far- 
flung parts of this massive diocese to get 
to know the people and find out as much 
as I can about what is going on. A 
reporter is only as good as their contacts, 
so expect to see me turning up at deanery 
synod meetings, major events in the 
diocese and, occasionally, just for a coffee 
and a chat to get to know people. 

The new-look Door has been designed 
and planned taking into account the 
market research carried out last year. My 
aim is to continue to provide the high 
quality news and features that the Door 
has always published, making sure 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire are covered each month. 

Oh, and finally, if you’ve got a story 
please do give me a call on 01865 208227, 
07880 716761 or email 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org. 



Comment and letters 

Lambeth, Crucifixion and Cafe Rouge 



IT was good to read such positive stories from 
the Lambeth Conference in the September Door. 
I was surprised, though, that Bishop John 
thought the bishops could hold the Communion 
together based, among other things, on a 
'moratorium on the divisive actions' that are 
thought to threaten its unity. I had understood 
that the Conference didn't in fact agree 
anything! Certainly various bishops have said 
that that moratoria on blessing partnerships and 
ordaining gay people will be difficult or 
impossible to maintain, let alone in the 
draconian form required by covenant 
enthusiasts. I'm afraid nothing has happened to 
lift the burden of scapegoating on gay 
Christians. 

Tony Phelan, Headington. 

DOES David Winter really expect readers of the 
Door to believe that 'it was only for a few years 
that crucifixion was used by the Romans as a 
means of execution' and that the Romans gave 
up the practice because 'it used up too many 
trees?' (September's Thought for the Month). 

The entry on crucifixion in my copy of The 
Oxford Classical Dictionary (2nd edition, 1970) 
offers a slightly different timescale: 

'As a Roman penalty it is first attested in the 
Punic Wars (264-146BCE)...Constantine the 
Great abolished the penalty (not before 314 CE).' 
As for the amount of wood used: crucifixion 
takes one scaffold, with stake; and one cross- 
beam (that's the bit the condemned man had to 
carry). All the components would be recycled, 
I'm sure. So: do I believe the clergyman or the 
classical reference book? Guess! 

Jennifer Brooker, Oxford 

A few months ago I read that hospital chaplains 
feel that they receive a lot more support from 
their "managers" than they did when they were 
parish clergy. As I move on from Oxford 
Diocese I would like to express my gratitude for 
the enormous amount of support and pastoral care 
I have received from Bishop Colin, Bishop John 



and Archdeacon Julian (and their 
predecessors) as well as from the staff of Diocesan 
Church House during the last seven years. Thank 
you! 

Janet E. Chapman, Banbury 

I was encouraged, interested and challenged by the 
front page of your last edition of The Door. There 
was an article about a church stepping out of its 
building and really engaging with the community 
and news of its hoped for longer term affiliation 
with a coffee shop/restaurant chain, Cafe Rouge. 
This was right below a photograph of a number 
of banner holders, the message on some of the 
banners reading 'Justice for all'. 

Whilst I applaud the intended collaboration, is it 
right that a church is about to establish a long 
term partnership with a company that pays its 
staff below the minimum wage and makes the 
wage up with the tips from customers? Is this the 
justice in the world that we really seek ? However, 
perhaps there is news that has not yet been shared 
- possibly the news that the collaboration has 
already effected a change in that company’s policy 
for those working in the branch that will be 
partnered with the church in question - or even the 
news that the intended collaboration has 
encouraged a change of policy across the whole 
chain - real justice for all ! 

Such stepping out by churches is surely to be 
welcomed, encouraged and supported - and this 
will bring, with all its own complexities, the 
challenges of engaging with real issues and the 
opportunities to use our collective influence to 
create change that is consistent with our Mission. 
Andy Winter 

St Mary's Church, Banbury 
Tragus (parent company for Cafe Rouge) 
responds: Tragus sources its food from a variety of 
suppliers based on quality, price and availability 
of product. We continually review our pliers to 
enable our offerings, meet customer expectations 
and reduce our impact on the environment 
where it is practical to do so. 



environment where it is practical to do so. 
Tragus declined to comment on their staff 
tipping policy. 



1 5 1 st edition updated for 2008 - 200‘ » 



Oxford Diocesan 

YEARBOOK 




* Contact details for parish clergy, churchwardens, officers 

* Lists of chaplains and other non parochial clergy 

* Central Services provided by Church House departments 

* Legal information 

* Church facilities, accessibility, childrens and youth work 

£10.50 (plus £3.25 pap). 

Download an order form or order online 

www.oxford.angUcan.org/yearbook 



AVAILABLE NOW 



Competition Winners 

Congratulations to Mrs E Jack, High 
Wycombe; Elspeth Hannen, Amersham; 

Jane Burr, Windsor; Mrs A Robinson, 
Thatcham and Miss B Bridges, Calvert, who 
have won one of Dave Walker's 2009 
calendars. 




Bible study 



Do it for 



Luke 10:38-42 

When my days revolved around looking after 
the house and small children, I found myself 
gritting my teeth every time I came across 
Luke’s story of Martha and Mary. 

Martha has opened up her home to Jesus 
and the band of followers who travel with 
him. They will be hot, dusty and thirsty, so 
they’ll need water to drink, and to wash their 
feet, head and hands. They will need 
something to eat too. There’s a lot to do, and 
Martha wants to do it well. 

Yet Martha isn’t praised for her efforts and 
her hospitality. Instead, she’s criticised by 
Jesus for not being more like her sister Mary, 
who’s sitting on the floor with the disciples. 
Martha is rushing around madly cooking and 
cleaning, and Mary is with the men, sitting at 
the feet of Jesus and learning from his 
teaching. Mary is praised for having ‘chosen 
the better part,’ whilst Martha is told to stop 
worrying. It really doesn’t seem fair. Life is 
often made up of conflicting demands, and 
it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by how busy we 
are. Sometimes it can seem that all the 



labour-saving devices we have mean that we 
are expected to fit more and more into each 
day. 

Perhaps that’s one reason why people often 
don’t know who their neighbours are, and 
why churches and community groups can 
struggle to find volunteers to help out the 
faithful few. When we’re overwhelmed by 



Sometimes it can seem that all 
the labour-saving devices we have 
mean that we are expected to fit 
more and more into each day. 



duties, as Martha was, it’s easy to forget 
what’s really important. Martha is criticised 
not for what she’s trying to do - after all, even 
Jesus needed to eat and to rest - but for the 
way in which she’s doing it. She’s keen to tell 
Jesus just how busy she is: ‘Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself?’ and she can’t resist a little 



love, not thanks 



dig at what she sees as Mary’s laziness. ‘Tell 
her to help me,’ she demands. Martha’s not 
working out of love, but for the thanks she 
expects. But Jesus refuses to get drawn into 
family squabbles. 

Although it’s hard for Martha to hear, he tells 
her to stop being distracted. Slow down, he 
says, and stop trying to do everything. Come 
and spend some time with me. Instead of 
compliments, Martha’s asked to step back 
and consider if what she’s doing is the best use 
of her time, whilst Mary is praised, not 
because study is more important than 
housework, but because she’s giving Jesus, 
and what he has to say, her full attention. 

George Herbert reminds us, in ‘Teach me my 
God and King’, that anything done 
generously as an offering to God (including 
sweeping floors) is a beautiful act. So let’s try 
to do what has to be done, and do it lovingly. 
But let’s also make time, without distraction, 
for those who love us. Including God. 
Amanda Bloor is Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Oxford. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Michael Godfrey, Executive Director of CORD to be Rector, Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and Moulsoe; Revd Stephen Hartley, Associate Clergy, Earley St Peter's to be Team 
Rector, Coventry East Team Ministry with responsibility for S Peter's Hillfield; Revd Alan Hogarth, Priest in Charge, Basildon with Aldworth and Ashampstead, to be Priest in Charge, 
Heapey St Barnabas and Withnell, St Paul in the Diocese of Blackburn; Revd David Peters, Vicar, Reading Holy Trinity to be Assistant Chaplain, Tonbridge School in the Diocese of 
Rochester; Revd Sean Riordan, Assistant Chaplain, Tervuren, Belgium, to be Associate Clergy, Woodley St John the Evangelist with responsibility for Emmanuel Church; Revd Terry Smith, 
Vicar of St Swithun, Kennington is to retire; Revd Keith Triplow, Vicar of Fyfield with Tubney and Kingston Bagpuize is to retire and is given permission to officiate. 
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century Arena, and the abundance of 
fine palaces, and monuments. 



Day 3 Lake Garda Tour, 
including boat trip (optional). 
We visit some of the most 
picturesque villages on Lake Garda, 



The Ponte Pietra. VeronT 
winding River Adige 



Scenic Lake Garda 



8 days from £/ 

Departing 

15 March 20 



Enjoy stunning scenery, fascinating cities and Italian hospitality. 



'''' Local 

departures 
available from 






Excursions and visits 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 



This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays 



Take a relaxing boat trip around the 
tranquil shores of Lake Garda 



Day I 



Day 2 



Day 3 
Day 4 

Day S 
Day 6 
Day 7 



Day B 



Your holiday at 
a glance 

Local departure then 
onwards to Belgium or 
northern France for an 
overnight stay. 

Continue south to 
Lake Garda for a 
5-night stay. 8,D 
Lake Garda. B,L,D 
Trentino 

Dolomites. 8,L,0 
Venice. B*L*D 
Verona. S*L*D 
To Belgium or northern 
France for an overnight 
stay. 8 

To Calais and return 
home. 8 

Included Meals: B = Breakfast, 
L= Lunch, D= Dinner 



including the gem of the peninsula, 
Sirmione, from where we take a 
private boat to Gardone, passing the 
island of Garda. 

Day 4 Trentino Dolomites 

(included). A spectacular day giving us 
the opportunity to see the 
breathtaking scenery of the Trentino 
Dolomites on a wonderful scenic 
drive through the magnificent 
mountains with their fantastic shaped 
pinnacles and dramatic pillars. Don’t 
forget your camera to capture the 
unsurpassable views. 

Day 5 Venice (optional). Enjoy an 
excursion to the unique city of 
Venice. This city mixes Byzantine and 
Renaissance architecture throughout 
its I 1 8 islands. The magnificent 
buildings, surrounded by bridges and 
canals, are a sign of the city’s former 
wealth. 

Day 6 Verona (included). The 
second largest city in the Veneto 
region, Verona is a beautiful Roman 
city situated alongside the River 
Adige. Join our optional guided 
sightseeing tour to see the I st- 



Your hotels 



You will stay for five nights at the 
3-star Hotel Royal in Riva del Garda, 
only 250 metres from the lake, and a 
1 0 or 1 5-minute walk along the 
lakeside from Riva. The hotel has a 
restaurant, bar, lift, outdoor 
swimming pool and sun terrace, and 
all meals are buffet-style. All 
bedrooms have TV and telephone. 
On some occasions other 3 -star 
hotels may be used in Riva del Garda, 
Torbole sul Garda or Malcesine. 
Overnight stays in Belgium and 
northern France are in city-style 
hotels. 



What’s included? 

• Local joining points 

Call for full details 

• Travel by luxury Silver 
Service coach 

• 7 nights’ accommodation 
with breakfast and 5 
evening meals plus 4 
lunches (packed lunch on 
excursions) 

• Selection of drinks (e.g. 
beer, house wine, soft 
drinks, tea and coffee) 
available free of charge 
from 7pm until 9pm on a 
daily basis during your stay 
on Lake Garda 

• Porterage in all hotels 

• Smaller more personal 
group 



Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras • Optional excursions • Single room 
supplement £139 




Church 



Make a 
different ^ 
gift this * * 

Christmas 



New and exciting advent 
resources for adults and 
children to use in your 4 
chlirch and Sunday school 



Order now at: 

020 7898 1667 

7*0 . "v : 

www.cuf.org.uk/madg 

email info@cuf.org.uk 



Help turn faith into practical action 
for the poorest people in England 



Chvrch yffc&ti Fnftd C M&UW, Smith Street, 2 A/' 

iftUk.fi Ijf&Vr J ft £} ^ 71 ** MM)** 










Admrtim 

To reach 47,000 subscribers with Families First and 
more than 1 00,000 Mothers' Union members through 
Families Worldwide 

Phone: 1 752 225 621 

Email: . h.com 



Subscribe 

To receive your copy of Families First 
Phone 020 7227 0620 

Subscribe online at wwwJamiiiesfirstmagazine.com 
or ask your Mothers' Union branch leader for details 

•special prices for Mothers’ Union members and Direct Debit subscribers 



is the new name for Britain's 
best-selling Christian 
magazine - Home & Family 
- already reaching 47,000 
subscribers. 



is a quarterly lifestyle 
magazine from Mothers' 
Union for people who 
care about families and 
who want to support 
families in their 
t community. 
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Feature 



Turning darkness to light 

Not everyone will be celebrating ghouls, ghosts and all things sinister this Hallowe'en. Sarah Meyrick reports on a joint Children's 
Society and Church of England initiative encouraging children to get involved in a more 'spiritually friendly' alternative to the 

HalloweenChoice.org 



traditionally spooky proceedings. 





ight friendly activities 

The Children’s Society’s website includes a wealth of ‘light and friendly’ resources. It 
suggests a discussion and craft activity invovling the sun and the light. You need a paper 
plate, strips of yellow and orange paper, glue and crayons or paints. 

Discuss with the cihldren how it can sometimes feel as if dark places are all around. Then 
go on to explain how Jesus sometimes referred to himself as a light, using John 8, vs 12 
U I Jesus have come as a light into the world so that whoever believes in me would not stay 
in darkness’. Ask the children where they feel Jesus’ light needs to shine, ie, in their own life, 
for someone they know, for others in the world or for children and young people supported 
by the Children’s Society. 

Go on to make a sun with prayers on the rays, asking Jesus to shine as a light in the dark 
places the children have talked about. Have strips of yellow and orange paper or card ready 
to stick or staple onto the circle as rays. Invite the children to write names on the rays and 
stick them around to make a shining sun, praying a prayer for each name, situation or place 
as they stick. 



IT MARKS the end of the special offers on 
suncream and the last seasonal promotion 
before the onslaught of Christmas. 

As the supermarkets stock up with 
Hallowe’en costumes, masks and pumpkins, 
many Christians struggle to know how best to 
respond. 

Now a campaign to offer an alternative to 
the commercial celebration of ghouls, goblins 
and gore pushed on the High Street is 
gathering momentum. 

The Church of England and The Children’s 
Society are jointly promoting ‘Hallowe’en 
Choice’ to offer families, schools and 
churches another way of marking 31 October. 
The campaign, which has the strapline ‘Don’t 
go grim this Hallowe’en’, is intended to 
reclaim All Hallows’ Eve as a celebration of 
the light of Christ overcoming the darkness. 

Last year a national Church of England 




survey revealed that 60 per cent of young 
parents wanted alternatives to the 
supermarket ‘dress your kids as a serial killer’ 
version of Hallowe’en. The research indicated 
that, if churches and schools were to offer a 
fun event on the evening of 31 October, then 
parents would bring their children. 

In response to the findings, the ‘Hallowe’en 
Choice’ campaign website 

(www.halloweenchoice.org) was launched to 
offer parishes and schools encouragement and 
ideas for running alternative events. 

The site includes a fundraising button for The 
Children’s Society so that people can 
download a poster for their window to say 
that they had already given their ‘treat’ to 
charity. The Children’s Society is now using 
its Christingle networks to promote events 
and fundraising opportunities. 

The campaign began in 2006 in Manchester, 
and its early days focused on asking 
supermarkets to reconsider the costumes on 
offer. 

‘One year a member of our team watched a 



frantic mum going up and down a 
supermarket isle. 

‘She was trying to find a Hallowe’en costume 
for her little girl who was sitting in the trolley 
watching,’ says David Marshall, Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Manchester, who co-ordinates the campaign. 

‘The mum had a choice of knives, killer 
masks, and a whole collection of body parts 
in various states of decay. She could find 
nothing for her little girl, no choice, nothing 
bright, nothing that most kids would be seen 
dressed in. 

‘This is when we realised that not all parents 
wanted to dress their kids as murderers or 
serial killers. But there was no choice.’ 

‘The campaigners were heartened by the 
response of the supermarkets, and in 
particular ASDA and Sainsbury’s, who now 
stock a broader and brighter range of 
costumes. The campaign has now broadened 
out to include giving ‘trick or treat’ a 
makeover, as many people are uncomfortable 
with the practice. 

‘This year, the campaign is suggesting that 
churches celebrate heroes - as a twist on All 
Saints - and encourage children to dress up as 
their heroes, have fun, worship, and collect a 
‘treat’ for the Children’s Society. 

Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser for our 
diocese, says: ‘The campaign is a way of 
bringing into the open some of the real 
concerns many parents have about 
Hallowe’en. 

‘Not everything about Hallowe’en is evil or 
wrong but there is a sinister dimension to the 
festival that people are understandably 
concerned about. Hallowe’en is an 
opportunity for churches to help children 

Hallowe'en is an opportunity for 
churches to help children 
understand their fears about 
darkness and explore the light of 
Christ which has 'overcome the 
darkness' in a happy, healthy 
way. 

understand their fears about darkness and 
explore the light of Christ which has 
‘overcome the darkness’ in a happy, healthy 
way. 

‘There are some helpful ideas on this very 
theme in this year’s Christingle material from 
the Children’s Society which works just as 



well for Hallowe’en: see www.christingle.org 
or phone 0845 300 1128 for more 
information.’ 

St Paul’s, Slough, has run a number of 
alternative events in recent years. ‘Rather than 
say ‘Don’t go to Hallowe’en parties because 
they are a celebration of the darker side of 
life, we set up a party for our children and 
young people,’ says the Revd Mike Cotterell. 

‘We call it a bright party or a light party and 
encourage the children to arrive in brightly 
coloured or white clothes, rather than ghost 
costumes or scary masks. Then we play games 
and have fun. It gives our children a way out 
of any peer pressure to join in a pagan 
festival.’ 

The events are always popular, he says. ‘We 
get a hall full of children, and sometimes they 
bring their friends.’ The church has also run 
prayer vigils and sleepovers for young people 
(10-1 8s) for Hallowe’en. 

St Jamei'i, Gerrards Cron, is another 
church that often holds alternative 
Hallowe'en events for children, such as light 
parties and praise services, 

‘We concentrate of Jesus as the light of the 
world,' says Edda Lindner, the children's 
worker, 

‘We have done pumpkin carving with the 
cross, and crafts and games. Another time the 
children came to church with their torches 
and we gave them fluorescent bracelets and 
used them creatively within the service, 

‘We make it upbeat and fun, We want to give 
a positive message, to say there are all sorts of 



good things that we enjoy, rather than saying 
“This is something that the Church doesn't 
do."’ 

The Revd Jane Sherwood, curate of St Luke's, 
Oxford, said: ‘We normally arrange a light 
party on 31 October, discouraging children 
from taking part in Hallowe'en.' 

Pictured above left and above right are 
children from St Luke's, enjoying a light party 
in 2007. 




Pm giving my treat to | 
The Children’s Society 



Making childhood better for every child 



Ideas for a better Hallowe'en 



YOU can find practical ideas and inspiration for doing things 
differently in ‘Better than Halloween’ by Nick Harding (Church 
House Publishing, £9.99). 

The book provides a brief overview of the festival’s history and 
of the Bible’s approach to spirits and the powers of darkness. 
There are ideas for light- or colour-themed parties for children 
aged 5-11, and for short Bible-based talks. The book suggests 
games and activities themed around light, laughter and the 
triumph of good over evil. 

The resources include artwork for posters, invitations and 
worksheets, three new songs, and sample text for a church leaflet 
about Hallowe’en. There is also an accompanying CD. 
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Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Re v : 
Address 1: 



Address 2: 



j 

Town: | 

County: J 

Post Code: j 

Contact tel no: ! 

Email (optional): ! 

Offer code: CV1008TD 

Return this coupon to Harvest Fields, Unit 17, J 
Churchill Business Park, Churchill Road, 1 
Doncaster DN1 2TF with a cheque for £10.99 made ! 
payable to ‘Harvest Fields Distribution Ltd’. 
Alternatively order on-line at 
www.RoperPenberthv.co.uk or telephone 
01302 367868 and quote offer code CV1008TD. 

Book code: 1903905265 



ULTIMATE 

BLE 

& QUIZ BOOK 



More than 4,S00 facts and quiz questions 
to test your knowledge 

Martin Manser 



“A great resource for church socials” 

234x168mm page size, 384 pages, paperback 
binding, a must have purchase at only £8.99 + £2 
postage and packing. Order on-line at 
www.RoperPenberthy.co.uk . by telephone on 
01302 367868, or fill in the coupon below and 
return to Harvest Fields, Unit 17, Churchill 
Business Park, Churchill Road, Doncaster DN1 
2TF with a cheque for £10.99 made payable to 
‘Harvest Fields Distribution Ltd’. Please quote 
offer code CV1008TD 



So you think you know your Bible f 
4500 facts and questions to stretch and 
test your knowledge to the limit. 
Organised by subject , each of the 21 
chapters contains up to 21 separate 
quizzes and a host of fascinating facts. 
Suitable for a wide range of abilities and 
knowledge this book is a must for all 
Bible Study groups , Sunday Schools, 
Youth groups , Home groups and Families. 

OVER 100,000 COPIES SOLD 



Feature . 

Feast and famine 



Rising oil prices are pushing up the cost of food. Rich countries 
struggle with obesity while in developing nations millions go 
hungry. Mike Rayner reveals details of an event exploring the 
link between faith and food 



GOOD food is essential for life - not just for 
physical sustenance: social and spiritual 
sustenance as well. 

The shared cup of coffee, the beer down the 
pub, the Sunday lunch all provide occasions for 
conversation with family or friends. 

And for Christians a meal, where we share 
bread and wine, is our central act of worship. 
Yet we seem to take all this for granted. Perhaps 
this is because we think food comes from the 
supermarket rather than from God, and 
because it's so cheap and convenient rather 

We are even beginning to feel the 
effects of the global food crisis 
here in Oxford. In the future we 
won't be able to take food for 
granted. 



than ‘produced by the sweat of our brows’. 
Nowadays very few of us are involved in 
producing the foods that we eat, the growing of 
the grain and grapes, the making of the bread 
and wine. 

However ‘the times they are a changing’: we 
are running out of oil to support the industrial 
agricultural and food manufacturing systems 
that for the last hundred years have 
disconnected us from food and until recently 
brought us ever cheaper and more ‘convenient’ 
food. 

Because we are running out of oil, food prices 
are starting to increase and this has already 
triggered food riots in more than 50 countries. 



These are mostly developing countries but we 
are even beginning to feel the effects of the 
global food crisis here in Oxford. In the future 
we won't be able to take food for granted. The 
rising price of food is likely to exacerbate, 
certainly connect with, existing problems with 
our food system: in particular the progressive 
destruction of the environment due to industrial 
farming. 

On a worldwide basis agriculture generates at 
least a third of greenhouse gas emissions for a 
start, and increasing levels of obesity, even in 
developing countries, due to the inexorable 
marketing of cheap, processed food by 
multinational food companies. 

It almost goes without saying that the rising 
price of food will fuel the growing gap between 
the hungry poor and the over-fed rich. 

Christians have, in the past, been at the 
forefront of some of the major debates about 
food, particularly in relation to fair trade, and 
have helped develop some of the solutions. But 
the new food problems mean that it is time for 
us to think more widely and deeply about food. 

Perhaps we can make a distinct contribution 
to finding solutions from our particular 
perspective. 

This is because we know that food is 
ultimately supplied by God, it is part of his 
good creation, and though we can see that our 
food system is ‘groaning in travail’ we also 
know that all is not lost and we can look 
forward to a great celebratory feast at the end 
of time, a feast foreshadowed in the Eucharist. 

A group of Christians is organising a one-day 
conference to make connections between our 
food and our faith. 




It will explore where our food comes from, 
why so many people are getting fatter when so 
many others are hungry, how we can feed the 
world without destroying the planet, how food 
can be more central to our worship and what 
we as Christians should think and do about 
food. 

It almost goes without saying, that 
the rising price of food will fuel the 
growing gap between the hungry 
poor and the over-fed rich. 

The conference: ‘Faith and Food: making the 
connections’ is to be held at the Wesley 
Memorial Church, New Inn Hall Street, 
Oxford, on 28 February 2009. 

Speakers will include Colin Tudge and Tim 
Gorringe. There will be workshops, worship 
and of course good food. For more details 
email Mike.Rayner@dphpc.ox.ac.uk, or write to 
198 Marlborough Road, Oxford, OX1 4LT. 

Mike Rayner is Director of the British Heart 
Foundation Health Promotion Research Group 
at the University of Oxford and Assistant 
Curate at St Matthew's, Oxford. 



Making every meal a sacrament 



By Liz Baker, of the Well at Willen, a Milton Keynes 
based faith community. 




FOOD is the fuel for our bodies. 

Feeding and being fed, giving and receiving hospitality is a faithful 
communication of God’s love and care for all creation, for all of us must eat to 
live. ‘We must daily break the body and shed the blood of creation’ writes Wendell 
Berry in The Gift of the Good Land. Thinking in this way links us both to the 
source of our food and the primary ritual of our faith, for at the Eucharist we 
symbolically break the body and shed the blood of the saviour. 

As Christians we all share ‘in one bread’ in Holy Communion, but what if like 
the Quakers, we tried to make every meal at our tables a Lord’s Supper? What if 
every meal was seen as a sacrament, as a symbol of life itself? 

At The Well we use this idea as the focus of our ministry of hospitality. At ordinary mealtimes and on special occasions we seek to bring 
together the holy and the everyday, the mystery and the matter. What we eat, where it comes from, its effects on others’ lives becomes # 
important. When the food we eat is symbolic of life itself, what we eat, how much we eat and how we obtain it becomes increasingly 

important. It impacts on our care for the earth and the integrity of creation. When we see our food as a gift from the earth and its creator we 

are united by the sanctity, the wonder and the joy of life. 

Fellowship at the table is important to human life and wellbeing, to community and to family. It can be no surprise that from the earliest 
times important events have been celebrated by feasting. At our tables we have the opportunity to experience food as a sacrament, as 
communion with those who share our meals, in communion with those who have grown and harvested the food, and ultimately in 
communion with all creation and with our creator. 




UK food producers pray for 
sunshine 



DURING the second week of September food producers in the diocese were praying 
for the rains to stop and for dry weather so they could complete gathering in their 
harvest. * 

The quality and price of wheat was dropping as the wet weather continued. Julia 
Colegrave, who runs Wykham Park Farm, with her husband John, said: ‘I fear the 
harvest isn’t going to be safely gathered in. There are acres and acres of harvest and 
it is unusually wet.’ The rain had affected most of the UK with 25 per cent of the 
crop not gathered in. ‘We are all praying for fine weather for the end of 
September,’ said Julia. Wykham Park Farm is known for producing wheat, rape, 
barley and asparagus as well as livestock, Angus and Longhorn cattle. 

Julia does not put the weather situation down to global warming. ‘We have 
always had oscillations of weather, with wet periods and dry periods and this is one 
of those blips,’ she said. However she does say that the price oil is affecting most 
UK food producers. 

She said: ‘Everything is heavily dependent on oil and I do know that they say 
supermarkets are putting the prices up higher than the producer prices. 

‘There is a little bit of profiteering as supermarkets are responsible to their 
shareholders, they are driven by that bottom line whatever anyone else says. Rising 
food prices are a concern.’ 

But Julia says food waste and obesity are also a concern. ‘People are eating far 
more than they need to, they wouldn’t weigh so much if they didn’t. Education is 
an important thing but sadly it is all going wrong.’ She said she disagreed with 
theories that people should stop eating beef because methane from cows is adding 
to global warming. ‘They say it’s the cow that’s the curse of the planet, there’s no 
doubt about it cattle produce methane but it’s the growing world population that’s 
the problem. 

‘By 2050 there are going to be another 2.3 billion people on the planet. That’s 
where the problem arises, lack of population control. That is what the UN should 
be concentrating on, not telling us we shouldn’t be eating meat. 

‘Responsible eating and education go a long way. If people actually questioned 
what they eat and what they buy they might actually go back to buying more basics 
rather than this American idea of fast food, eating out and eating on the hoof. A 
lot of people have lost the kitchen table, they don’t eat as a family any more.’ 




Above left, Well community members prepare to share a meal, above, the 
table at the Well at Willen. Pictures by Robin Baker. 



Cutting the cost of 
your food bill 

WITH food prices escalating, the organisers of British Food 
Fortnight have produced handy tips to help cut your family’s food 
bill: 

1. Eat seasonal produce — when food is in season produce is 
often on special offer. At the moment look for aubergines, 
courgettes, sweecorn, plums and blackberries. 

2. Cook from scratch — buy raw meat, fresh fruit and vegetables 
rather than expensive ready meals. 

3. Buy cheaper cuts of meat — some cuts of meat are less 
‘fashionable’ and therefore cheaper. This does not mean that the 
meat is of a lesser quality. 

4. Buy joints or full carcasses of meat and use all of it 
imaginatively — buy a whole chicken rather than chicken breasts; 
a leg of lamb rather than lamb chops and use the bones to make 
stock for soups and the left over meat in sandwiches, curries and 
stews. 

5. Don’t shy away from paying a few pennies for more quality — 
nine times out of 10 you will be buying a product which is more 
economical in the long run. 

6. Buy foods with high nutritional content to get more value for 
your money — did you know for example, that potatoes are the 
largest single source of vitamin C in the UK diet. 

7. Shop imaginatively — break out of the routine of your normal 
weekly shop to explore different shops with different special 
offers. Buying locally, building a relationship with your 
shopkeeper, butcher or grocer means you are more likely to be 
kept up to date with what is good value. 

8. Look at the label as well as the price — with so many price 
offers in the shops at the moment, it is easy to ignore the rest of 
the information. It is worth looking as many British food 
products are part of assurance schemes that specify the standards 
to which they are produced. # 

9. Pick your own — what better or healthier way than being able 
to enjoy fresh fruit and vegetables that you have selected and 
picked yourself? 

10. Grow your own — eating food you have grown yourself is 
immensely satisfying 

11. Forage for your food — British Food Fortnight is the ideal 
time for blackberry picking. Also look out for juniper berries, 
which are particularly good with game and elderberries, and are 
lovely added to apple pies. 



Bake a seasonal Fairtrade 
cake 



Ingredients 

Serves 8-10 

Preparation time: 30 minutes 
Cooking time : 35-40 minutes 

115g butter 

175g Fairtrade sultanas 
115g Fairtrade soft brown 
sugar 

100ml Fairtrade apple juice 
225g self-raising flour 
ltsp baking powder 
5 tsp Fairtrade ground 
cinnamon 

3 medium-sized Fairtrade 
eating apples, unpeeled, cored, 
and cut into 1cm chunks 
2 large eggs, beaten 
Icing sugar for dusting. 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 
160C/325F/Gas Mark 3. 
Grease and line a 20cm round 
cake tin. 

Melt the butter or margarine 
in a large saucepan 
Add the sultanas, sugar and 
apple juice and stir for a few 
minutes over a medium heat. 



Remove from the heat and 
allow to cool. 

Sift together the flour, baking 
powder, and 4tsp of the 
cinnamon in a bowl and set 
aside. 

Sprinkle the apple chunks 
with the remaining cinnamon 
and stir them into the flour 
mixture. Stir in the eggs and 
combine. 

Add this to the melted 
mixture and stir well. 

Transfer the mixture into the 
cake tin and place it in the 
oven. 

Bake for 35-40 minutes until 
a skewer inserted comes out 
clean. 

Cool in the tin for 5 minutes, 
then turn out onto a wire rack 
and dust with icing sugar. 

The Fairtrade Everyday 
Cookbook. Consultant Editor 
Sophie Grigson. Publishers 
Dorling Kindersley 



Infinite Adornments 

Chgpkn Jewellery 

New 




Website 

www.inf.co.uk 

0 Marge range of 

jewellery for ^11 ages 
Trade accounts available 
, : X&r 




The Lambourn 
Valley Railway 



An evening of tales of the 
Lambourn Line 



with Railway Historian 
Kevin Robertson author of 
The Lambourn Branch Revisited 



23 & 24 October 2008 7pm 
East Garston Village Hall 
Tickets - £ 5.00 
Bar & refreshments available 

01488 648679 

In aid of All Saints Church, 
East Garston 




Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




+ 
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Holidays at Home 



Urancfuil Somerset 




Cheddar -Wells - Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749 672857 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 




Holidays Abroad 



PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • IATA 



ISRAEL 

Let the bible come alive 
Tour with Chris & Lindy Hill 
11, 13 & 15 day tours 
Brochure Tel: 

01763 272210 
Email: 

clbibletours@btinternet.com 

www.clministries.org.uk 



Rail, River and Culture Holidays 

from the UK to Dour© Valley, Spain and US 




ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon@freeserve. co.uk 



fr* ^ - Call now for our free 

1 P*Ot;S2y£§ colour brochure 

01235 768855 or www.ptg.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

umniK wolstenhomes.co. uk 




Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

We have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
£20 OFF ANY ANNUAL POLICY 

For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 n§n 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 
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Essential reading for Advent 
‘Do Nothing Christmas is coming’ 
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By Jane Manley 

WHEN I first heard this title, I 
confess, my immediate thought was, 
‘Only a man could have written that!’ 
Then, realising who the author is and 
reading the introduction, you know 
that here is a person who is very much 
in touch with reality and knows the 
social and commercial pressures we 
face as we prepare for Christmas. 
Stephen Cottrell, the Bishop of 
Reading, offers through this book the 
opportunity, like a computer, to 
defrag and reboot our Christmas and 
our lives. 

The book is set out as an Advent 
Calendar, but one with a difference. 
Each day faces different preparations 
for Christmas and issues in life, such 
as ‘18 December: “One week to go. 
All the family are coming to 
stay. ..that means we will all be 
together for at least 48 hours. Now 



where did I put those tranquilizers?”’ 
followed by a Stop Gap: which gives 
practical suggestions on how to 
simplify and re-focus our 
preparations and priorities for 
Christmas, followed by short quotes 
from well known personalities. 

As with Bishop Stephen’s preceding 
book, Do Nothing to Change Your 
Life , here is an opportunity to re- 
think our focus during Advent and to 
allow ourselves to approach 
Christmas in readiness to receive the 
gift of Christmas as ‘God comes to us 
in the vulnerability of a child. We can 
come to him in stillness. We can find 
him in silence. And Christmas can be 
put back together. And enjoyed.’ 

This is an essential Advent 
Calendar to dip into each day, not to 
find a chocolate, but to find a way to 
defrag our lives and get things in the 
right order. 



m 



Do Nothing 
Chirstmas is Coming 

Stephen Cottrell 

Church House 
Publishing £4.99 



Thanks to Church House 
Publishing, The Door has five copies 
of ‘Do Nothing Christmas is Coming ' 
to give away. Lucky readers’ names 
will be drawn from a hat on 20 
October. For a chance to win your 
copy, send your name and address to 
‘Do Nothing Christmas is Coming\ 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 
0NB. 



A re-look at the Scriptures 
The Poverty and Justice Bible’ 



By Maranda St John Nicolle 

CHRISTIAN author and activist Jim 
Wallis has related how the early 
Sojourners Community, wanting to 
make a point about the centrality of 
God's concern for the poor and for 
justice, cut all references to poverty, the 
poor and justice out of a Bible, leaving it 
in tatters, with over 2,000 holes. 

The ‘ Poverty and Justice Bible ’ aims 
to make the same point - and also seeks 
to help Christians to study the verses 
which speak of God's concern and 
guidance regarding these issues. 

The volume highlights (in bright 
orange!) over 3,000 verses which ‘say 
something about God's attitude to 
poverty and justice.’ To this powerful 
witness it adds a ‘core’ section which 
explores definitions of poverty, explains 
the rationale behind the selection of 



verses, and offers 50 half-page Bible 
studies, each taking as its springboard a 
single word related to a particular 
passage and including a meditation, 
something to dream about, and 
something to do. 

The version of the Scriptures used is 
the Contemporary English Version, 
which has a colloquial style and is 
designed to be easily understood when 
read aloud. This, combined with the 
catchy titles and style of the core 
material- you might expect ‘power,’ 
‘chains,’ and ‘bribes’ but ‘bandages,’ 
‘bubbles,’ and ‘grapes’ make this Bible 
ideally suited for younger audiences or 
informal groups. You might want, 
though, to have another Bible on hand 
to compare different translations. 

I certainly found myself reading 
through books, being challenged by the 
highlighted verses, wondering why this 



or that verse had or hadn’t been 
highlighted, linking together passages I’d 
never really connected before. And 
that's just what the compilers, the Bible 
Society and World Vision, wanted. 
Think of the verses we’ve marked as the 
starting point, they state, There is lots 
more to discover. Hmm. Now I’m on a 
mission to highlight the passages that 
have to do with wealth. Some 
challenging things there, too! 



The Bible Society 




£9.99 



Enjoy being SteWSItlS of the Earth 

As Christians we have a privileged responsibility of care and stewardship for the earth and all living 
creatures. With the increasing awareness of the changing environment and the impact of our 
activities on the future of God's created world, 'Don't Stop at the Lights' is an extremely useful 
guide for all clergy and church leaders, giving help and guidance in the campaign to 'green' the 
church, but also intended to help us recover a sense of enjoyment of being a part of God's creation. 
As Richard Chartres, Bishop of London, writes: 'The intention is not to urge Christians to get measured 
for a hair shirt hut to rediscover how good and joyful a thing it is to dwell together in unity with all that 
lives.' 

The book is constructed around the Church's liturgical year, giving some practical ideas for the 
church to undertake as well as biblical study material, sermon points and ideas for liturgical worship. 
There are also useful websites and contacts and a list of environmental dates - were you aware that 
the 7 June is National Moth Night? 

This is an invaluable book to encourage churches to deepen their theological understanding and 
awareness of Cod^s creation and to look at various ways to participate in and encourage 
environmental awareness. 
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Don’t stop at the 
Lights 

Claire Foster & 
David Shreeve 

Church House 

Publishing 

£14.99 



Thanks to Church House Publishing The Door has five copies of ‘ Don't Stop at the Lights' to give 
away. Lucky readers’ names will be drawn from a hat on 20 October. For a chance to win your copy, send your name 
and address to ‘ Don't Stop at the Lights ' , The Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 0NB. 
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Peacehaven i* set in 5 acres of lovely Devon country side 



with beautiful views over the Axe Valley to the sea. 
Individual & group holidays & retreats. Ideal for rest, 
relaxation, and a chance to meet with God 
in a quiet, friendly and informal atmosphere. 

Tel: 01297 21681 

wwwJtarcpadiholidaysxoffl ~ stay@harepathhoHdays.cofn 
- Peacehaven, Harepath Hill. Seaton, Devon. EX 12 2TA - 

Shallowford 
House 

Set in the heart of picturesque Staffordshire 

A Christian Centre for Spiritual 
renewal, refreshment and relaxation. 

Residential or daily accommodation for 39, approved 
disabled facilities & easy access by rail and road 
2008 Open Programme: 

Oct. 27-29 ‘A Fresh look at the Psalms’ led by The 
Rt. Revd. Gordon Mursell 
Nov. 03-10 Ignatian Guided Retreat led by 
Sr. Morag Gardham and Team 
Nov. 24-26 ‘God in Our Everyday Life’ led by 
Margaret Silf 

For further information please contact: 

The Warden Shallowford House, 

Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST15 0NZ 

Tel: 01785 760233 
Fax: 01785 760390 

Email: warden@shallowfordhouseireeserve.co.uk 
Web: www.shallowfordhouse .org 



Just a cursory glance on the World Wide Web will 
open up a whole world of ideas on the subject of 
retreats. You may be more than a little surprised to 
find you can have detox retreats; rural retreats, chic 
boutique hotel retreats and even surf goddess 
retreats. 

GETTING THE CORRECT RETREAT 

As you can see, not all retreats are Christian let alone 
‘spiritual’ in the wider sense of the word. It’s worth 
taking time, therefore, if you are looking for time out 
for a life affirming or life changing event, that you 
check the provider before making a booking. 

Retreats come many and varied from the simplest of 
silent retreats to those on a specific theme. So if you 



are seeking to get closer to God through silence, 
prayer or painting then now is the time to start 
planning. Some retreats can fill quite quickly so it isn’t 
too early to book into an Advent Retreat or even start 
thinking about Lent next year. 

WHERE TO GET HELP 

The Retreat Association office provides an information 
resource for individual inquirers, parishes and other 
groups seeking something suitable and can be 
contacted on 0845 456 1429. You could also visit the 
Retreat Association's website www.retreats.org.uk. 

Most Diocesan Offices will also have contact with a 
variety of retreat providers if you are thinking of 
getting a group together. 




4 

Four 

Star 



A special Christmas 
at Hampton Manor ijfcf 




Guest 

Accommodation 



4 star Country House Hotel 
on the Devon/Cornwall border. 

Three days and nights of gentle fun, warm 
fellowship, wonderful food, quality 
accommodation and sharing the real meaning of 
Christmas with a small group of friendly folk who 
need a break at Christmas. For more details, 
please ring 01579 370494 
or e-mail hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 
Hampton Manor, Alston, Callington, Cornwall 
PL17 8LX 



"p L ~ m K 

| St John's Convent | 

'Retirement Rest 'Home 
St Hofiday 'Accommodation for Rriests 
St Ministers of aft denominations 

St. John's Convent, { 
situated in 14 
acres of central 
Berkshire 
countryside, is run 
by the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Pity. 
The Holiday 
accommodation at j 

the Convent comprises either single bungalows, 
bungalows for up to six people or single rooms. 

Facilities at the Convent include swimming pool, 
private walks and a beautiful chapel. 

Local attractions include Windsor Castle and 
Hampton Court. Shopping in Reading or 
Maidenhead. 







Please contact Sister Veronica 
Tel: 0118 940 2964 

Kiln Green, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9XP 

Registered Charity No. 233237 



When is an abbey not an abbey? 




When it is a conference centre run by a 90 strong 
international community from 23 different countries. 



Lee Abbey was founded in 1946 as a direct 
result of the report Towards the 
Conversion of England’ and has remained 
faithful to the vision of: building 
community, being Gods welcome and 
renewing and serving the church. 

Over 10 thousand visitors a year 
experience the wonder of God's creation in 
the 280 acres of our estate set by the sea in 
Exmoor National Park. They come to enjoy 
the full programme of activities and talks or 
just to relax and be surrounded by a loving 
Christian community. 



People come as individuals or as a group, 
for a week or weekend, to take part in 
programmes including teaching, worship, 
and creativity, or simply to be themselves in 
a safe environment. 

We cater for all ages with holiday weeks 
and a full camp programme during the 
summer for all those from 13 to 25. 

Our Beacon Activity centre is open for all 
ages and is well used by schools and youth 
groups alike. 

Book on 01958 754206 
www.thebeaconyouthcentre.org.uk 



We are always seeking 
new community members 
who join us for a period from 
6 months to 3 years It is an 
opportunity to live and serve 
with an international 
community tasting a radical 
new way of life and 
discovering gifts and skills as 
you serve God and our guests 
Tel 01598 754250 for further details 
We look forward to welcoming you to 
the Lee Abbey Experience. 




Visit Lee Abbey this Autumn 

31 October - 2 November (Fri-Sun) 

Fight the good fight: Women's Weekend. 

A chance to listen, ask questions and try creative 
writing, with Catherine Fox, well known author, and 
writer for the Church of England Newspaper. 

2 nights from £120 full board 

7-9 November (Fri-Sun) 

Every place is under the stars 

Come and join musician and music therapist 
Adrian Snell as he invites you to explore themes 
which will draw from the creative person that IS within 
you! Come prepared to paint, sing, play, photograph, 
build, collect listen, perform... 

Special offer: 2 nights from £100 full board 

see www.leeabbey.org.uk for our full 



10-14 November (Mon-Fri) 

Living Lightly in God’s world 
Join Dave Bookless of A Rocha and others in 
discovering how we can live more with less, serving ^ 
God and saving the planet. 

Special offer: 4 nights from £1 36 full board 

17-21 November (Mon-Fri) 

Faith, music and movies 
Join Dave Hopwood and Simeon Wood as they take 
you through the mysteries of our Christian faith using 
media and music which are integral to their journey 
with God. 

Creative Christmas: crafts for the season 

Create something special as Christmas approaches. 
Special offer: 4 nights from £136 full board 

programme or tel 0800 389 11 89 
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ST COLUMBA’S HOUSE 




The place to meet and retreat in Woking. 

Our friends and regular users will be aware of our 
major refurbishment begun in mid-April 2008. 
However, we are remaining open during the work 
although at a reduced capacity. Our exciting 
redevelopment will include a new welcome tower 
(nearly complete) and reception area, including a lift, 
and first floor meditation roof garden. All of our 
residential accommodation will have ensuite facilities, 
phone, internet and tv facilities, and some meeting 
rooms will have hi-tech conference facilities. 

We will also have improved Accessibility. 

We hold a 2 Star B&B Award (QiT), and are a 
registered FAIRTRADE house. 

Our 2008 spiritual growth programme ‘GETTING TO 
KNOW YOU’ is running successfully - contact us for 
a copy or go to our website to see the latest details. 

T: 01483 766498 
W: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
E: retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
St Columba’s House, Maybury Hill, Woking 
GU22 8AB. 

London Waterloo 30 min (10 min walk from Woking 
Station - a Heathrow Airbus Station) 

10 min drive from M25 (J11), M3(J2), and A3. 



Advertising Feature 




There is much to be gained spiritually as well as 
emotionally by taking time out to contemplate, 
returning home refreshed and renewed. 

TIME AWAY FROM LIFE’S PRESSURES 

This small focus contains an example of some of the 
retreats and events lined up in the near future. It is 
not surprising that most venues seem to offer the 
opportunity for quiet reflection whilst walking in the 
garden or the nearby countryside. Things can become 



^ Morley Retreat & ^ 

Conference House 

DERBYSHIRE 




Available for: Quiet Days, Retreats & Church bookings 
telephone for more details: 01332 831293 
email: morleyretreat@btconnect.com 
\ www.morleyretreat.co.uk 




so much clearer when we give ourselves the opportunity to focus on our thoughts 
without the constant interruptions we can experience in the hurly burly of life. In 
fact the simple act of going to the place of the retreat is a physical reflection of the 
spiritual act that follows. 



of * practise and teach 

v r i contemplative meditation in 
£ — M ^ the Christian tradition at 

| : ©' residential and day courses 

in Dorchester and elsewhere. 
We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation 
in a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the 
Fellowship where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact: 

Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 



CAUTLEY HOUSE 



mve n ;^ 

• Rest & Retreat § l'iealliA.0 



* Holidays v 1 

Croup bookings 
5 mins, walk to Sea 
All rooms en suite + TV 
Services in Chapel 



01303 230762 



a hristL 






Wa gywtrotA'W' 1 

95 Seabrook Road, 

Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
www.cautleyhouse.org.uk 
cautleyhouse@compuserve.com 
DIRECTOR: Revd. P. Vowles 




Abbey House, Glastonbury 

retreat into a peaceful place 

Retreats are sometimes misunderstood: they need not all be silence and seclusion. At Abbey House, we aim to be 
completely flexible: we welcome parties who come seeking silence, and again we often 
entertain groups who come to celebrate and find healing together in their own individual way. The true meaning of 
retreat, its special healing quality, is to step aside from your busy routine into a calm setting where inner stillness may 

be restored. 

facilities for parties 

A Victorian country home, Abbey House stands in the impressive grounds of Glastonbury Abbey overlooking the ruins. 

We can accommodate up to 34 guests in 18 single and 8 twin bedded rooms. Our kitchen staff serve honest home 
cooking and gladly attend to diets or special needs. And an evening bar can be provided on request. The ground floor 
rooms comprise a spacious, airy chapel, a large conference room and smaller library as well as a generous entrance 
hall with coffee making facilities. There a second, cellar, chapel and a chair lift to the first floor bedrooms. 



The gardens are mainly set to lawn, with many mature trees and gravelled pathways run around the 
grounds. Visitors also have private access to the 40 acres of the Abbey itself which as well as the noble 
monastery ruins contain two large wildfowl ponds and a modest Nature Reserve with a lively badger sett. 

Come with a group , or come to one of our “in House” retreats 



Oct 24-26 
Nov 24 
Nov 24- 28 
2009 

Jan 30 - Feb 1 
Feb 23-27 



Federation of Contemplative Prayer Retreat (open to all) Witness: Revd Peter Heaps 
Quiet Day Revd. Peter Farrell 

Clergy Study Retreat Canon Melvyn Matthews 



Journey into Wholeness 
Lent Retreat 



Canon Russell Bowman-Eadie 
Canon Charmion Mann 



For more information about retreats or for group or private 
bookings please contact the warden: 

Abbey House, Chilkwell Street, Glastonbury, Somerset BA6 8DH 
01458 831112 • warden@abbeyhouse.org • www.abbeyhouse.org 




OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 
CONFERENCE & TRAINING CENTRE 



Situated in 5 acres of garden, just 9 miles from Winchester 

As a Conference & Training Centre, we also accommodate both organised and 
personal retreats. Our 16 en-suite bedrooms offer comfortable and modern residential 
accommodation. The final phase of a major renovation project was recently completed. 

The Sumner Room and The Courtyard Room are available for both Day and 
Residential Conferences and Retreats and of course, it is the perfect venue in which 
to hold a Wedding Reception and indeed any function which requires a beautiful 
setting and superb catering. The building and setting lend themselves to hospitality. 
The Georgian Dining Room (which faces the rear with direct access to the Terrace and 
Gardens) seats up to 60, for a full Silver Service function. 

Please visit our website: www.oldalresfordplace.co.uk for further information and 
arrange a visit to view.. .you will not be disappointed. 

Old Alresford Place, Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 
Tel: 01962 732518 
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World Church 



Pre-Olympic festivals bring Christianity to China 




MORE than 1,000 Open Crowd Festivals were held 
across China in the run-up to the Beijing Olympics 
thanks to Haddenham based mission agency Fusion 
International. 

The agency began holding the festivals following the 



earthquake in the Sichuan Province on 12 May. 
Pictured left is face painting in Sichuan during one of 
the events. 

One festival took place on rubble 300 metres from 
where the school used to be. At one festival, an 
observer commented: ‘We have heard a lot of people 
talking about Christianity but this is the first time we 
have seen it!’ While Fusion could not hold festivals in 
Beijing itself for security reasons, it did hold them in 
more than 50 locations across the rest of the country. 

A spokesman said: ‘The whole experience could be 
summed up when a small child came up to one of our 
workers and said: “I am hungry”. The team member 
went and got some food. But when she approached 
with food the child said: “No not that.” It was evident 
it was food for the soul and the spirit they were hungry 
for.’ 



Kairos president in residence at mission agency 



LEADING South American theologian Dr Rene Padilla 
is Missiologist in Residence at Church Mission Society’s 
Crowther Centre. 

Dr Padilla grew up in Ecuador and Colombia, studied 
in England, and now lives in Buenos Aires. 

He was a member of the staff of the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students for Latin America 
from 1959 to 1982, general secretary of the Latin 
American Theological Fellowship from 1983 to 1992 
,and was a founding member of the Kairos Community 
of Buenos Aires in 1976. 

Currently he is Emeritus President of the Kairos 
Foundation and director of Kairos Books. The Kairos 
Foundation is a Christian service agency which aims to 
facilitate reflection on and practice of integration of 
local churches. It also promotes the global anti poverty 
coalition, Micah Challenge in Argentina. 



Rene writes: ‘The Micah Network is an encouraging 
sign of the present-day awakening of the social 
conscience among evangelicals around the world. Its 
major strength is that it provides a unique space for 
evangelical Christians from all over the world to grow 
together in their understanding and practice of 
Christian discipleship in a global world affected by 
consumerism, injustice, and oppression. 

‘My hope is that it will find ways to strengthen 
practical partnership across national borders in order to 
counteract the negative aspects of globalisation and to 
globilise human solidarity.’ 

Rene will be at the Crowther Centre, together with his 
wife Catharine, till the end of November 2008. 

He will be speaking at the Enough is Enough Revisited 
Conference on Saturday 25 October. See Doorpost for 
more details. 



Ending poverty in 

A CHRISTIAN charity will be able to 
help Malawians out of poverty 
thanks to a Rotary Club donation of 
£100,000 over three years. 

The cash has been given to 
Opportunity International, which 
has its UK head offices in Oxford, 
and will be used to provide ‘micro 
loans’ to people in Kasungu, Malawi. 

A cheque, for £20,250 has been 
handed to OI from Rotary Clubs in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Middlesex and Berkshire. The clubs 
are set to continue fundraising over 
three years, with the ultimate goal of 
raising £100,000. 

The money will be used to help 
entrepreneurs in Kasungu to set up 
small businesses and help them break 
out of poverty. 

Malawi has one of the world’s 
worst income disparities and a high 
incidence of HIV/AIDS. The country 
is making slow progress towards the 
Millennium Development Goals with 
55 per cent of the population living 
on less than one dollar a day. 85 per 
cent of people live in rural areas and 
the economic situation has been 
made worse by the recent decline in 
world markets. 

OI’s head of fundraising Alan 
French, saw for himself the effect of 
micro-finance during a trip to 
Malawi. 

He saw how loans are given to 
provide the poor with a ‘hand up’ 
rather than a ‘hand out’. Alan said: ‘I 



Malawi 




An O I client family in Masungu , 
Malawi 



have been absolutely delighted that 
Rotarians throughout our district 
have been really inspired to provide 
capital for small loans to enable 
chronically poor self-employed 
people in Kasungu, Malawi, to 
become self-sufficient. The 98 per 
cent repayment rate achieved will 
allow the money to become available 
for use over and over again, 
spreading wider and wider the 
impact the lives of motivated people.’ 
OI was founded by two 
entrepreneurs who as Christians 
wanted to love their neighbours and 
serve the poor. 

To find out more, visit the website 
www.opportunitv.org.uk or call 
01865 725304. 



Advertising feature 

Faith on the airwaves 




EWTN 



There will be many readers who remember a time 
when there were about five radio and two television 
channels in Britain. We’ve all seen the choices grow 
with many new advances in quality and diversity of 
subject matter. While some will have already 
embraced satellite television others will still be 
anxious about the imminent arrival of digital television. 
Whilst most will welcome these changes they will 
want to ensure that the programmes they watch add 
to the quality of their life, their learning and their 
spiritual direction rather than shock them at regular 
intervals. Sadly much of mainstream television leans 
towards sensationalism. 

Satellite, cable and Freeview have all opened up 
more opportunities for new broadcasters and the use 
of digital radio has increased the possibilities even 
more. 

There can be few people unaware that Christian 
organisations have taken up the challenge and that it 



is now possible to access specifically Christian 
programming in this country both on TV and radio. 
Major players include GOD TV (see double page 
spread in this issue), Premier Radio, Calvary Chapel 
Radio and TWR. Not forgetting the musically and 
community orientated Cross Rhythms Radio. The 
later organisation has seen exceptional growth these 
last few years. 

There are programmes from British broadcasters as 
well as European arms of American organisations. 
For those seeking the greatest choice they will 
probably opt for a Sky dish in order to receive the 
many radio and television channels on offer. Others 
will be pleased with the choice available through 
cable or digital. It is often overlooked that many 
broadcasters can be listened to and viewed over the 
Internet. 





CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- CHANNEL 589 

Radio is on channel 0147 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 

EWTN@ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 






TYVT 



j ft** Wbdd PO t&o wan TO Tefoptam* Cifrt W M./Q 

j Email. www.tvyr,org.uf< 



ten to 

/R TODAY in 
jr own Home ... 

On the TV: 

^R^Sky digital 

channel 0138 
Oivime; www.twr.org. 

Call 

0161 



Trans World Radio 

God's Word in today’s world 



Trans World Radio In the UK produces and broadcasts a huge variety of quality Christian 
radio programmes for teaching, encouragement, entertainment and outreach. 

The schedule includes daily Bible studies, family programmes and 
slots by many well known preachers and evangelists. 

You can listen to TWR on digital television, on your radio or on-line. 

Tune in today, or call 0161 923 0270 for your free 
listening guide. 
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Fifteen years ago the future for Christian broadcasting in the 
UK looked decidedly bleak. Christians were banned and 
barred from holding an independent broadcast licence for 
specifically Christian broadcasting in this country. 

However, so much has happened in the last decade and a 
half to bring the independent Christian media scene from 
nothing to today's industry worth in excess of £25 million. 
Today viewers and listeners have a great deal of choice and 
quality programming, all delivering the Christian message, 
implicit and explicit. 

Much of the progress of the last 15 years has been achieved 
thanks to the efforts, support and lobbying of the Christian 
Broadcasting Council (CBC) and its members... 

The CBC was established in 1983 out of a meeting in the 
House of Lords presided over by Lord Caldecote. The meeting 
addressed the issue of why there was a gaping hole in 
broadcast schedules for the clear proclamation of the Gospel 



and programmes exploring, celebrating and expressing the 
Christian faith. 

There always were much-loved BBC programmes such as 
'Songs of Praise' and daily radio services but no independent 
Christian broadcasters. 

Why? The battle over legislation to permit this was intense 
and the fight was often gruelling. Michael Alison, MP, in 
debate over the 1990 Broadcasting Bill said: "John Wesley 
had the freedom of the open air in the 17th century, largely 
because he was banned from more official channels of 
communication. We want to ensure that, if John Wesley were 
alive today, officialdom would not ban or inhibit him from the 
airwaves!" 

CBC fought the fight behind the scenes and lobbied 
Parliament for these freedoms which seem now inalienable 
following the passing of the Communications Bill 2003. 

Yet there is still so much more to do to encourage the rise 
and rise of Christian media by all means and on every platform. 





Angel Aid to widows 

AND ORPHANS 

GOD TV IS TOUCHING THE HEARTS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
IN A VARIETY OF WAYS THAT GO WAY BEYOND OUR PROGRAMMING. 




THROUGH OUR OFFICIAL CHARITY, THE ANGEL FOUNDATION IN THE 
UK, AND OUR OTHER ANGEL TRUSTS AROUND THE WORLD, GOD TV IS 
COMMITTED TO MAKING A PRACTICAL DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLE’S LIVES 
THROUGH OUR ONGOING SUPPORT OF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS, AND 
WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO OUR PARTNERS WHO HELP MAKE THIS HAPPEN. 

IN ASIA. GOD TV HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN PROVIDING DISASTER RELIEF 
FOR MANY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE 2005 TSUNAMI DISASTER IN INDIA AND SRI 

Lanka, where we have built a number of homes for families who lost 

EVERYTHING. 

IN AFRICA. WE SUPPORT THE JESUS CARES CHILDREN'S FEEDING SCHEME IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. THE KONDANANI CHILDREN’S VILLAGE IN MALAWI; IN ZAMBIA. A HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC COMMUNITY UPLIFTMENT PROJECT; AND IN KENYA AND TANZANIA WE 
HAVE AN ONGOING PROJECT DRILLING WATER WELLS TO PROVIDE THOUSANDS OF 
PEOPLE WITH LIFE-GIVING WATER IN THIS ARID REGION. 

A PERCENTAGE OF AI L DONATIONS GOD TV RECEIVES GOES DIRECTLY TO 
INITIATIVES LIKE THESE. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH OF GOD TV' 
AND OUR CHARITABLE WORK. CALL US ON; 

0870 60 70 446 (REF: 0.9.08) 



CATCH GOD TV ON: 

SKY 580 AND 581 
VIRGIN MEDIA CHANNEL 279 
OR. ONLINE AT WWVV.G0D.TV 




The Christian Broadcasting 
Council works with: 



Parliament: We have strong links with Parliament, including holding a yearly symposium on relevant issues. Most 
recently we held a meeting regarding the HFE Bill which proved significant in its timing and influence. CBC is 
in regular touch with members of the House to protect the right to spread the Christian Gospel (religious freedom) 
and to encourage and advocate Christian standards throughout the media. 

The Office of Communications (Ofcom): CBC is proud of its long association and good relationship with Ofcom, 
responding to invitations to comment on new regulations and guidelines and assisting in the maintenance of 
good broadcasting practice and consultations. CBC is in a good position to do this because of its independence 
and ability to draw opinion from across the board. 

The Media: Broadcasters, writers and producers, in particular encouraging professional broadcasting practice 
and the production of good UK Christian programme material 

The Churches: Generating and promoting interest in the media among Christian organisations and Christians of 



all denominations. 

Officers 

CBC draws a wealth of business and profes- 
sional experience from its Executive Team and 
Trustees - many whose names are 
synonymous with ground-breaking work in the 
Christian media scene. The officers are: Olave 
Snelling (Chair of the Executive), Robert Irving 
(Vice Chair), Donald Burling (Treasurer). Other 
members of the Executive are: Jonathan 
Bellamy (Cross Rhythms), Chris Cole (God TV/ 
Cornerstone), Chalmers Dobson (Good News 
Broadcasting), Rev Dr Russell Farnworth (TWR- 
UK), Patricia Hargreaves (Centre for Christian 
Broadcasting), Gareth Littler (Centre for 
Christian Broadcasting), Obii Pax-Harry 
(Women Arise), Norman Polden (Flame FM), 
Benedict Parsons (UNA-UK), Graeme Spencer 
(Cloak Productions). The Trustees are Canon 
Ian Gooding (Chair of Trustees), Rob & Ros 
Irving, and Mike Renger (a lawyer). Rob 
Andrews (a lawyer) is General Secretary to the 
Trustees, and Crystal Chamkhi is CBC’s 
Administrator. 



New Strategy 

CBC is in a new phase of strategic change and growth to 
develop in line with new technology and platforms, to work, pray 
and speak relevantly into the issues of the day where possible. 
CBC is re-looking at everything it is and everything it stands for 
in this media age. Some very clear aims and objectives are 
emerging, the headlines being: 

• To seek first the Kingdom of God in and through the media 

• To help build a platform and a voice for the Gospel across 
the nation 

• To build consensus, to encourage and inspire 

• To be a spiritual support to those in the media, Christian or 
not, through prayer and events 

• To recognise and celebrate excellence in Christian 
programming throughout all forms of media 

• To be a source of information and a hub of networking 

• To encourage and bring together licence holders of Christian 
ethos community radio stations, currently 10 in the UK, for 
networking and resource-sharing (see our website for full 
details) 

• To encourage and bring together other independent Christian 
radio & tv groups 

• To continue and develop our relationships with Parliament and 
Ofcom 

• To form alliances in a strong prayer and empowering 
relationship with groups, desiring to be a resource for prayer 
for all involved in media, joining with other prayer ministries 
across the nation. 
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Generation /peak/ 
to Generation’ 

media Conference and Awards ( 

Salford Quays Manchester 21 8 22nd November L 



Christian 

Broadcasting 

Council 



Learn from history : embrace the future 



Learning from 
history: 

Embracing the 
future 



Christians in the UK owe a huge debt of gratitude 
to those who paved the way for the Christian 
broadcasting industry that we enjoy today. 

With this in mind, part of the change within CBC is to 
shift its focus to younger generations involved in media 
or with a heart to work in the media in the future 

Olave Snelling, Chair of the CBC Executive said: 
"We have a legacy of trailblazers who have helped 
establish Christian media in this country and there is 
much to learn from the generation who fought the fight 
to allow independent Christian broadcasting in the UK. 

"Equally there is much that the younger generation 
can teach us and contribute to this ever changing 
digital scene. As a result, this year’s Annual 
Conference and Media Awards is themed ‘Generation 
Speaks to Generation - Learning from History : 
Embracing the Future’. 

The CBC Conference is being held on November 21 
and 22 at the vibrant World Harvest Bible Church 
planted in April 1 997 right at the centre of what was to 
become the new media city in Manchester. 

The conference will be focusing on a young 
generation providing a spiritual infusion of inspiration 
for all. Contributors and attendees will seek to 
envision and encourage the younger generation to 
forge ahead in their Christian calling. 

Speakers will be from both the older and younger 
generations, focusing in particular on trailblazers in the 
media scene - many of whom helped to establish the 
CBC. 

The aim of the conference is to focus on the next 
generation of Christians in the fast-moving and 
changing world of media, while learning from some of 





those long established in media. In particular the 
conference aims to honour the late Rob Frost and his 
legacy in this sphere. At last year’s conference Roger 
Forster highlighted the way in which the Frost family 
has passed on experience and values in ministry 
through 4 generations, which has been an inspiration 
for this year’s conference. 




The Media Awards, which are announced at the 
conference promote and reward excellence in 
Christian broadcasting/publishing/programming on 
Christian and secular media platforms. 

Entries for the awards are invited and marketed to a 
wide range of media producers and broadcasters. The 
entries are judged by notable individuals in the media 
scene on quality and Christian content. There are 
some new categories this year specifically aimed at 
youth programming and broadcasting. 

Speakers already confirmed are: 

Bishop James Jones (Bishop of Liverpool) 



PRAYER FOR THE NATION S MEDIA 

CBC is about to embark on a new project to encourage prayer for the nation's media leaders and 
cultural influences. CBC wants to encourage and cover the media in prayer - Christian or not. . . 
please pray for us as we plan and drive this project forward, and if you want to get involved, get 
in touch with us to be kept in touch. 



Community Licence Stations 

CBC has recently embarked on a programme to visit every UK Community Licence Station with 
a Christian ethos (currently 10). We want to encourage and support them, and ask them how 
CBC can help them more. We also want to put in place networking and resource sharing 
opportunities and meetings for these teams - many of whom work completely voluntarily. We 
have all their details on the CBC website and links to their websites, some broadcast live on the 
internet - so do log on and listen to them! 



Rev Jonathan Oleyede (Global Day of Prayer) 

Chip K (bandwithnoname / God TV) 

Chris Cole (UK Director of God TV & founder of 
Cross Rhythms) 

Jon Bellamy (CEO Cross Rhythms) 

Andrew Graystone (CEO Churches Media Council) 
Tim Finch (OCM Films Ltd) 

...and many others... 

Celebrate with us our wonderful God and the 
powerful work of the Holy Spirit at the conference. We 
want to be a prayerful presence and encouragement 
at the heart of what God is doing. He is the One who 
guides and directs and gives us, old and young, a 
future and a hope in our lives and in our media calling. 
See you there! Olave Snelling - Chair 




To book your place at the conference, 
or for more information about CBC 



Email: cbcadministrator@hotmail.co.uk • Tel: 0870 209 6105 
www.christianbroadcastingcouncil.co.uk 




THEN JOIN US AT THE ALL NEW CROSS RHYTHMS MEDIA TRAINING COMMUNITY 



After 25 years of pioneering, this highly 
respected UK media ministry is now 
looking to impart to a younger gener- 
ation the skills and experience gained. 

Learn from some truly awesome leaders 
and speakers from around the world. 
Receive loads of in depth media 
training and skills. Plus get involved 
in the five FM radio station 
working environment of the 
Cross Rhythms ministry! 

This 12 week course costs 
only £1 950 including daily 
accomodation, transporta- 
tion and food costs. You must 
be at least 1 6. The course 
runs three times in 2009. 



PLUS, live in Berks, Bucks 
or Oxon? Bursaries are 
now available to cover 
60% of this cost for you! 

For more information 
and to apply go to 
www.crossrhythms.cO'Uk/ 
mediatrainingcommunity 



ARE YOU A VOICE FOR YOUR GENERATION? 
PASSIONATE ABOUT GOD AND SENSE 
A CALL TO SERVE HIM IN MEDIA? 
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What’s included? 

• Local joining points 

Call for full details 

• Travel by luxury Silver 
Service coach 

• 7 nights’ accommodation 
with breakfast and 5 
evening meals 

• 2 excursions 

• Porterage in all hotels 

• Smaller more personal 
group 

Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras • Optional excursions • Single room 
supplement £129 



Enjoy the benefits 
of travelling by 

Silver Ser vice 

luxury coach 

More comfort ' WSKtjfKF 

• Sit back and relax inspeSy 
designed, deluxe reclining 
seats, with more legroom 
than standard coaches 

# Relax and have a chat in the 
spacious rear lounge 

More pleasant 

• Free personal headphones 
and choice of music, DVD’s 
or satellite navigation display 
to follow the journey’s 
progress 

* Extra leisure ~ with a choice 
of reading material, cards, 
board games etc. 

More convenient 

♦ Washroom and server/ on 
board, with a range of 
refreshments 

• Porterage in the hotel, so you 
really don’t have to lift a finger 



walk along Chapel 



You’ll stay for three nights at the 
4-star Weisses Kreuz Hotel in 
Feldkirch and two nights at the 
3 -star Hotel Krone in Giswil. 
Overnight stays in Belgium and the 
Paris area are in city-style hotels. 



Express from Chur to Andermatt 



Palace on a visit to Innsbruck 



Local 

departures 
available from 
your 



8 days 



from 



£499 



Departing 

1 March 2009 






Take a ride on the famous Swiss 
Glacier Express 



Enjoy picturesque scenery and a ride on the 
dramatic Swiss Glacier Express train. 

Your holiday at a glance 

Day I Local departure then onwards to Belgium for an overnight stay. 

Day 2 Continue south to Feldkirch, Austria, for a 3-night stay. B,D 

Day 3 Innsbruck. B,D 

Day 4 Bregenz and Lindau. B,D 

Day 5 Travel to Switzerland for a 2-night stay. En-route you can ride the Swiss 
Glacier Express. B,D 

Day 6 Lucerne, Brienz and Interlaken. B,D . 

Day 7 To the outskirts of Paris for an overnight 
stay. B 

Day 8 To Calais and return home. B 

Included Meals: 8= Breakfast, D= Dinner 



: :s lli 

Admire the impressive Hofburg 



Excursions and visits 



Day 3 Innsbruck (included). 
During our full-day excursion to the 
capital of the Tyrol you can explore 
the old town and admire the 
Hofburg Palace, St. James’ 

Cathedral and the famous Golden 
Roof building, which is a testimony 
to Innsbruck’s former prominence 
under the Habsburgs of the 1 5th 
century. Nowadays Innsbruck’s 
fame revolves around its 
importance as a winter sports 
destination and on our visit to the 
site of the 1 964 and 1 976 Winter 
Olympics you can admire the 
courage of the jumpers. It’s even 
more frightening than it looks 
on TV! 

Day 4 Bregenz and Lindau 

(included). At the crossroads of 
Germany, Switzerland, 

Liechtenstein and Austria, Bregenz’s 
Roman roots date back to before 
The 7th century The peninsula of 
Lindau, on Lake Constance, is a 
former free Imperial city and a 
water-lover’s paradise. Its most 
striking landmark is the marina 
entrance, with its beautiful white 
lighthouse on the south and a lion 
statue on the north. 

Day 5 The Swiss Glacier 
Express (optional). You can travel 
between Austria and Switzerland by 
coach or you can choose to take an 
exhilarating ride on the Glacier 



unforgettable scenery as it climbs to 
the summit of the Oberalp Massif. 
Enjoy breathtaking views through 
quaint mountain towns, seeing the 
Rhine River as a mountain stream. 
The optional train ride must be 
purchased at the time of booking 
in order to guarantee your seat 
reservation. Price £35 per 
person. 

Day 6 Lucerne (included). 
Morning visit to Lucerne, one of 
Leger’s most popular destinations. 
The town features medieval 
squares, frescoed houses, churches 
and chapels. In the afternoon join 
our optional excursion to Brienz 
and Interlaken. An afternoon 
scenic drive over the Brunig Pass 
takes us to 1 000-year-old Brienz, a 
Bernese Oberland resort on the 
banks of Lake Brienz, where the 
local church dates back to the 1 2th 
century. We then travel around the 
lake shores to the ski resort of 
Interlaken. 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 



This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 




Terms and conditions apply. 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

; ] — — — — — — — - — 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please 
send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the November 2008 issue is 8 
October . 




Thur 2 STOKE POGES The 

Quiet Garden, Stoke Park Farm, 
‘Peace of Mind’ forgiven and 
forgiving led by the Revd Jeffrey 
Pierce. 10am- 12. 3 Opm 01753 
644 273. 

Fri 3 ROTHERFIELD 
PEPPARD All Saints’ Church 
at 8pm. Music for an Autumn 
Evening. Frances and Martin 
Jones (oboe & piano). Retiring 
collection for Rotherfield 
Peppard Educational Charity. 
0118 9722 844. 

Sat 4 FARINGDON Come and 
Sing (or hear) Mendelssohn’s 
‘Elijah’ at All Saints’ Church 
with the Faringdon Singers. 
Proceeds to Maggie’s Centre for 
Families with Cancer. Rehearse 
10.30-1. Performance 7pm. 
Charge £5; £2 music hire on the 
day 01367 240258. 

Sun 3-5 GREAT 
MISSENDEN Harvest Flower 
Festival at SS Peter 8t Paul. 
Opens Friday 5pm. Organ 
recital and other events, 
including cream tea on Sun, 
during the weekend. 01494 
714177. 

Sun 5 WOKINGHAM All 

Saints’ Service of 
Thanksgiving for the Creation 
of Animals. Speaker Rt Revd 
Richard Llewellin. Details 
0118 978 9782. 

Mon 6 OXFORD Sobell 
House Hospice is seeking to 
recruit a group of Pastoral 
Care Volunteers. Open 
Evening 7.30pm. Details Revd 
Bob Whorton 01865 225779. 
Tues 7 OXFORD 
Oxfordshire Family 
Mediation. Parenting 



Apart. A Workshop for 
Separated Parents. 6- 
8.30pm 01865 741781. 

Wed 8 LOWER EARLEY 

RE Inspired. Lion Storyteller 
Bible with Bob Hartman - 
helping people to enhance their 
skills as storytellers. 7.30pm 
at Trinity Church. 0118 9663 
929. 

Thur 9 STOKE POGES The 

Quiet Garden, Stoke Park Farm, 
‘Journey of Love’ God provides 
the sustenance we need for our 
journey. 10am-12.30pm 01753 
644273. 

Thur 9 NORTH HINKSEY 

Oxford/Dorchester Vocations 
Fellowship ‘Opportunities for 
Training’ Speaker: The Revd 
Canon Professor Martyn 
Percy, Principal of OMC and 
Ripon College. 7.45-9. 30pm 
at Church House. 

Fri 10 BECKLEY 7.30pm 
the Oxford Welsh Male 
Voice Choir with Brass 
Rubbings (brass quintet). 
Traditional Welsh 8c English 
songs, some with brass 
quintet accompaniment. 
Tickets £10 at door. 01865 
351270. 

SAT 1 1 HIGH WYCOMBE 

All Saints’ Church organ 
Recital by Greg Drott 12noon. 
Thur 16 STOKE POGES 

The Quiet Garden, Stoke Park 
Farm, ‘Sustaining the Sacred 
Centre led by the Revd Gaenor 
Hockey. 10am-12.30pm 01753 
644273. 

Thur 16 TURVEY Milton 
Keynes/Bucks, Beds and 
Northants Council of 
Christians 8t Jews. ‘Pope 



John Paul II &C his love of the 
Jewish People’ by Sr Margaret 
Shepherd. Turvey Abbey at 
6.30pm. 01908 678567. 

Sat 18 DORCHESTER 
Acoustic Triangle 
performing in the Abbey at 
7.30pm. Malcolm Creese, 
Tim Garland, Gwilym 
Simcock 8t the Sacconi 
Strings. Tickets 01235 
528066. 

Sat18 THAME St Mary’s 
Guild Autumn Fayre 
10.30am-3pm. Stalls include 
homemade produce, plants, 
books, etc, cream teas and 
soup 12noon-2pm. 

Sun 19 AMERSHAM ON 
THE HILL Creative, 
contemplative, ‘fresh expressons’ 
worship. Imaginative use of 
teaching, liturgy, music and 
stillness. St Michael 8c All 
Angels 6-7.15pm. 01494 
726680. 

Tkies 21 AMERSHAM 

Millennium Lectures. 8pm 
‘Islam and Islamic Mysticism’ 
Dr Karim Esmail. £l0/£7 at St 
Michael 8c All Angels. 

Wed 22 EARLEY Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship 
‘Responding to God’s Call’ 
Speaker: The Rt Revd John 
Pritchard. St Nicolas Church, 
8-9. 30pm. 

Thur 23 OXFORD Retired 
Clergy Association ‘The 
Oxford Islamic Centre’, Dr 
David Browning, Fellow of 
Saint Cross College 8c 
founder Registrar for Oxford 
Centre for Islamic Studies. 
Coffee in Priory Room, 
Christ Church at 10.15am. 



Thur 23 STOKE POGES 

The Quiet Garden, Stoke Park 
Farm, ‘Journey of Love’. 10am- 
12.30pm 01753 644273. 
Thur/Fri 23 and 24 EAST 
GARSTON ‘Tales of the 
Lamboum Line’. Illustrated talk 
by railway author Kevin 
Robertson. 7pm at Village Hall. 
Tickets £5. 01488 648679. Bar 8c 
refreshments available. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing 
Service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am 
01491 571231. 

Fri 25 DORCHESTER 
7.30pm at Dorchester Abbey. 
The Schubert Trout quintet. 
English and French musicians 
led by Oxfordshire pianist 
Guy Davis performing Chopin 
piano concerto No 1 8c 
Rachmaninov trio elegiac. 
Tickets £8 from Oxford 
Playhouse 

www.ticketsoxford.com 

Sun 26 AMERSHAM ON 
THE HILL David Bailey 
Concert in aid of Brain 
Tumour UK at St Michael’s 
Church HP6 5DR. Tickets 
£l0/£7 to include interval 
drink. 01494 723561. 

Mon 27 OXFORD Council of 
Christians 8c Jews. ‘What does 
hymn singing mean to 
Christians?’ Dr Gillan Warson at 
Harris Manchester College 8pm. 
Thur 30 STOKE POGES 
The Quiet Garden, Stoke Park 
Farm, ‘Listening for God’s 
Voice’ led by the Revd Dr 
Robert Tobin. 10am-12.30pm 
01753 644273. 



Golden Anniversary 
events at SS Peter 
& Paul, Botley 

Sat 4 October Golden 
age of Botley History 
exhibition, 10am - 4pm 
and Sunday 11.15am- 
4.30pm. 

Sun 5 Songs of Praise 
service 4. 30-5. 30pm. 
Music led by Cumnor 
Choral Society. 

Sat 11 Art and craft 
exhibition with 
workshops, 10am-4pm 
and Sunday 12th. 
11.15am-4pm 
Thur 16 - Sun 19 Flower 
Festival ‘Celebrating 50 
years of worship’. 

Sat 18 Thanksgiving 
Service of Evensong 6pm 
followed by bring and 
share supper. 

Further details 01865 
247282. 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
REVISITED 

In a global community, 
how do Christians define 
and live ‘enough’? 
Saturday 25 October 
10am - 3.30pm CMS, 
Watlington Rd, Oxford. 
Seminars include : 

Rene Padilla - A Theology 
of Enough 

Jenny Mcintosh 
Community 

Mike Rayner on Food and 
Sabine Alkire on a 
Theology of Flourishing. 
£8/£6 including lunch. 

To book conact Cathy 



Special Events 



Ross: cathy. ross@cms- 

uk.orgor Maranda St John 
N i c o 1 1 e : 

ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 

Oberammergau 2010 

with Mary and Marcus 
Baybrooke. June 2010 
seems a long time off - but 
not if you want to attend 
the Passion Play. Because 
of the international 
demand for tickets, it is 
necessary to book now. 
Further details 01865 
407566. 

AFTERNOON TEAS 
Henley-on-Thames 

Chantry House teas 2-5 pm 
every Sunday and Bank 
Holiday throughout 
summer. 

Hughenden Park 

Delicious Cream Teas, with 
homemade cakes. Sundays 
and Bank Holiday 2.15- 
5.15pm at Church House, 
Hughenden Park until 19 
October. 

Denham St Mark’s 
Church open every Sunday 
afternoon until 19 
October for teas and 
cakes. Contact 01895 
833371. 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 1.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 
01865 276155 
Cathedral Secretary: 
sally-ann.ford@chch.ox. 
ac.uk 

www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 

WANTED 

A responsorial Psalm 
book for Sundays and 
Feastdays. ed. Geoffrey 
Boulton Smith and 
published by Collins. 
Also Worchester Psalter 
ed. Sir Ivor Atkins. 1963 
edition . Phone 0 1 1 8 
9744 987. 



October Prayer Diary Compiled by John Manley 



‘Do not be afraid little 
flock, for it is your father's 
good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom / Luke 12:32 
In the power of the Spirit 
and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father 
for: 

Wed 1 Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, social reformer 
Abingdon deanery area 
dean Pam McKellen, lay 
chair Joanna Birkett. Pray 
for a new deanery 
ecumenical representative. 
Thu 2 Abingdon Team 
Ministry clergy Charles 
Miller, Timothy Hewes, 
Peter Doll, Laura Hodges, 
Tim Davis, Janet Taft, 
David Archer, Ron 
Bushyager, ecumenical 
minister Stephen Godfrey; 
LLMs Tony Richmond, 
Barry Taylor, David Lever, 
Anne Taylor, Derek 
Walker; youth pastor Andy 
Murray. 

Fri 3 Churchwardens, 
PCC and people of the 
Abingdon Team Ministry: 



St Helen, St Michael 6c All 
Angels, St Nicolas, Christ 
Church, Peachcroft 

Christian Centre. 

Sat 4 Those ordained to 
the diaconate today and 
the parishes and 
workplaces where they will 
serve. 

Sun 5 TRINITY 20 

Those ordained to the 
diaconate and priesthood 
today and the parishes and 
workplaces where they will 
serve. 

Mon 6 William Tyndale, 
translator, martyr Give 
thanks for those who 
provide education, training 
and guidance before and 
after ordination. 

Tue 7 Appleton 6c 
Besselsleigh clergy Lyn 
Sapwell. 

Wed 8 Cumnor, Farmoor 
6c Dean Court clergy Geoff 
Maughan, Helen Azer; 
LLMs Martin French, 
David Henderson Slater, 
Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp; 
youth worker Mrs R 
Hulse. 



Thu 9 Fyfield with Tubney 
6c Kingston Bagpuize 
clergy Keith Triplow; LLM 
Ian Bensted. 

Fri 10 Kennington clergy 
Tony Johnson. 

Sat 1 1 Marcham with 
Garford clergy Eddie 
Shirras, Pamela Shirras. 
Sun 12 TRINITY 21 
Radley with Sunningwell 
clergy Pam McKellen; 
LLM Martha Young. 

Mon 13 Shippon clergy 
Pauline Seaman, Christopher 
Seaman. 

Tkie 14 Drayton clergy Sr 
Josie Midwinter. 

Wed 15 Steventon with 
Milton clergy Colin 
Patching; LLM Jack Jarvis. 
Thu 16 Nicholas Ridley 
and Hugh Latimer, 
bishops , martyrs Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford 
clergy Helen Kendrick, 
LLM Tim Badd. 

Fri 17 Wootton 6c Dry 
Sandford clergy John 
Cooper, Philip Tovey 
Sat 18 Luke the 
Evangelist Aston & 



Cuddesdon deanery area 
dean Sue Booys, lay chair 
Simon Richards. 

Sun 19 TRINITY 22 

Benson clergy Andrew 
Hawken, Jean Travis; LLM 
John English. 

Mon 20 Chalgrove with 
Berrick Salome clergy Ian 
Cohen; LLM Robert 
Heath-Whyte. 

Tue 21 Chinnor, 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant 
6c Crowell clergy John 
Kinchin-Smith, Joan Deval, 
Helen O'Sullivan; LLM 
David Bartlett. 

Wed 22 Dorchester Team 
Ministry clergy Sue Booys, 
Anne Ilsley, Rosamund 
Latham, Myles Godfrey, 
Marcus Braybrooke, David 
Haylett; LLMs David 
Gifford, Roger Cutts. 

Thu 23 Churchwardens, 
PCC and people of the 
Dorchester Team Ministry: 
Dorchester, Berinsfield, 
Clifton Hampden, Culham, 
Drayton St Leonard, Long 
Wittenham, Little Wittenham, 
Marsh Baldon, Toot 



Baldon, Nuneham 

Courtenay, Newington, 
Stadhampton, 
Chiselhampton. 

Fri 24 Warborough clergy 
Nigel Hawkes; LLM Brian 
Newey; churchwardens, 
PCC and people. 

Sat 25 Ewelmwe, 
Brightwell Baldwin 6c 
Cuxham with Easington 
LLM George Cannon. 

Sun 26 TRINITY 23 
Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley 
clergy Victor Story. 

Mon 27 Icknield clergy 
Christopher Evans, Angie 
Paterson, Adam Clayton 
Tue 28 Simon and Jude, 
apostles Thame Team 

Ministry clergy Alan 

Garratt, Simon Brignall, 
Ian Mountford, Simon 

Baynes, Raymond 

Copping, Tom Farrell, 
John Fieldsend, Keith 

Weston; LLMs Caroline 
Baynes, Paul Gulley, Caroline 
McKeown, Geoffrey 

Rushman, John Wilson- 
Brown, Norman Lilley. 



Wed 29 Churchwardens/ 
PCC and people of the 
Thame Team Ministry: 
Aldwell, Lewknor, South 
Weston, Stoke Talmage, 
Tetsworth, Barley Hill, 
Thame, Towersey, 

Wheatfield. 

Thu 30 Wheatley Team 
Ministry clergy James 
Watson, John Edmonds- 
Seal, Miles Maylor, 
Caroline King, Stevie 
Cross, Emma Pennington, 
Mark Chapman, Brenda 
Knight, Mark Williams; 
LLMs John Ingram, 
Richard Mainbridge, 
Marian Brown, Albert 
Eastham, Lucy Betts. 

Fri 31 Martin Luther, 
reformer Churchwardens, 
PCC and people of the 
Wheatley Team Ministry: 
Albury with Tiddington, 
Beckley, Cuddesdon, 
Forest Hill, Garsington, 
Holton, Horton-cum- 
Studley, Stanton St John, 
Waterperry, Waterstock, 
Wheatley. 





Children at St Luke's , Oxford , take over their Sunday morning 



Bishop for 
a day 



By Will Godley 



My name is Will and and when I was nine I 
was the Bishop of Oxford on 11 Million 
Takeover Day. 

I went to the Bishop’s house and got my 
photograph taken and got to know the 
Bishop, and he invited me to Christ Church 
Cathedral for the Queen’s diamond wedding 
anniversary. 

When I arrived the security guards would 
not let us in. Next the Bishop took me up to 
his room and dressed me in Bishops’ clothes. 
We got our photographs taken and were 
interviewed by BBC South Today and The 
Oxford Mail. I was led around the 
Cathedral and received my script. Next the 
service began and all the people started to 
sing songs such as the National Anthem. 
The Dean, the vicar and the Bishop of 
Dorchester gave talks and then it was my 
turn to talk. I told them about me and my 
family. My name is Will and I have two 
brothers, Sam who is seven and Freddie who 
is eighteen months, and a sister who is four, 
and my mum and dad. 

Afterwards we sang some more songs and 
the Bishop and I gave a blessing. Then the 
service finished and we shook people’s 
hands as they were leaving. Two weeks later 
a radio station phoned me and asked me 
what I had said in the service. 

Next year I want to be the Prime Minister. 
William Godley is 10 and attends St Matthew’s 
Church, Oxford. 



They’re taking 



over 



After the success of last year's 11 Million Takeover Day, 
children are preparing to lead church services for a day once 
again next month. Jo Duckies finds out why. 



BANISH the adults into age 
specific groups and let the 
children get up on stage and run 
the service. 

That is what churches across the 
diocese will be doing in 
November as they take part in the 
national 1 1 Million Takeover 
Day. 

The event was first launched last 
year by Children’s Commissioner, 
Sir A1 Aynsley-Green, for the 11 
million children who live in the 
UK. Then politicians, 
newspapers, local authorities, 
police forces and fire brigades 
gave 10,000 children the 
opportunity to work alongside 
decision makers. 

The aims of the day are to hear 
the voice of children and young 
people, enabling them to give 
ideas, ask for changes and 
improvements, involving them in 
making decisions that will affect 
them and help them see the 
broader issues when decisions are 
made on their behalf. 

William Godley, pictured above 



right with the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, 
acted as Bishop for the day. At St 
Matthew’s Church, Oxford, the 
idea was such a success they 
planned another service a few 
months later. 

Anna Harwood, youth, children’s 
and outreach worker, said: ‘We 
had a planning group and we 
first of all looked at what church 
means to them and they planned a 
service with hot chocolate and 
doughnuts. 

‘They sent the adults into age 
specific groups and each group 
looked at different Bible stories. 

‘In the second service the 
children planned it and had two 
secret agents on a mission to find 
a packet of biscuits hidden in the 
church. 

‘We used it as a journey with the 
goal being to find whatever was 
in the box, and we used that as a 
way to think about Heaven.’ 

She said two teenagers got 
feedback from the children about 
the services they had planned. 



‘It was very positive. The 
children learned from the 
experience and it made them feel 
more included in the church.’ 

A service was also held at St 
Luke’s Church, Oxford. 

Curate, the Revd Jane Sherwood 
said: ‘We will be doing it on 2 
November, rather than on 



Remembrance Sunday. 

‘We did it last year in a basic way 
and hopefully this year we are 
going to let the children take the 
whole service. 

For more information visit 
www.llmillion.org.uk or 

www.oxford.anglican.org/childre 
n. 



service. Picture from St Luke's Oxford 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL - CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



rX" 'What is the ~L 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbook.arg.uk Tel: 01189 842582 
Reg. charity no. 1099295 Company . 

Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 V 







THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

BY DAVID WINTER 



Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Romans 5:1 

On the very last day of this month we celebrate 
the life of Martin Luther, a towering figure in the 
history of the Christian Church. As young 
lawyer in Eisleben he had a dramatic spiritual 
experience during a thunderstorm, and as a 
result joined the Augustinian Order. He was 
ordained priest in 1507 and was sent to teach 
theology at the university of Wittenberg. 

Luther was greatly exercised by the question of 
‘justification’. How can sinful human beings 
(like himself) be made right with God? He pored 
over the Scriptures, especially the writings of St 
Paul, and also turned for help to the teaching of 
Augustine of Hippo, the founder of his Order. 
Eventually, he came to the conclusion that the 
Church of the Middle Ages had taken a seriously 
wrong step in its theology, making too much of 
‘works’ - the deeds or rituals we can perform 
which may earn us merit from God. 

All we bring to our salvation, he saw, was the 
sin and failure from which we long to be 
redeemed, and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Luther sincerely believed that if this wrong step 
was pointed out to the Church, and especially 
the Pope, his point would be taken and things 
would be changed. In fact, of course, the 
hierarchy of the Church did no such thing. 
Frustrated, Luther (never given to moderate 



language when a more colourful version was 
available) denounced them, eventually denying 
the supremacy of the Pope and the infallibility of 
general councils of the Church. He was finally 
excommunicated in 1521. 

From his teaching, however, there came into 
being the Lutheran Churches of Europe (and 
now far beyond). Not only that, but his version 
of ‘reformed Catholicism’ helped to shape the 
Church of England and through her the whole 
Anglican family of Churches. 

Some years ago I was a guest in the splendid 
headquarters of the Augustinian Order in Rome, 
more or less opposite St Peter’s. I observed the 
portraits of distinguished Augustinians of the 
past hanging on the walls. I mentioned this to 
the Prior, who beckoned me from my seat and 
led me to their latest addition - a portrait of 
Martin Luther. The Pope had recently 
acknowledged that Luther had indeed identified 
weaknesses and unhelpful practices in the 
Church, and that Roman Catholics and 
Lutherans were no longer rivals or enemies. 

We who are Anglicans owe this man a great 
debt, of course, and it is fitting that we are now 
in full communion with many of the Lutheran 
Churches of Europe. ‘Justification by faith’ is no 
longer a slogan to wield, but a precious truth 
that Christians share. Our salvation is wholly 
and gloriously the work of God, and it is in 
that work (not our ‘works’) that we put our 
trust. 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books including Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008 ), The Bible Made Clear 
and Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008 ) 
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